St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

The Epistle

December, 2016

Love God. Love others. Help others love God.

We welcome you to join us on our journey as we strive to share the love of Jesus through
worship, Christian education, fellowship and service to each other and the community
beyond our walls.

From Your Rector

December, the last month of the year and what some would deem as the busiest as we have just celebrated
Thanksgiving and now we are getting ready for the Christmas celebrations. Although the retail world started the
celebration the day after Halloween as the Christmas displays went up. We try our hardest to slow the process
down and celebrate four weeks of Advent. A time when we prepare our spiritual lives to open our hearts to
receive the New Born King and wait for His coming again in glory,

This year has seen some changes at St. Paul’s with our new landscaping. Diane Sica joined our staff as Parish
Secretary. We have upheld our CHOW program and garden. The Women of the Church continue to minister
through various projects and the semi-annual rummage sale. Many help us to worship each and every week either
in the for-front or from behind the scenes. We have experienced the death of some of our beloved members. We
are continuing to age and wonder how we continue to minister to each other and those around us in light of this
new reality. It is hard to give up those ministries that we have held so dear and we begin to look at new ways to
sustain us and still reach out to the community in which we live.

Jesus many times says not to be afraid and have trust in Him. It is the Church’s mission to preach and teach the
Gospel, to live it out by the way we live our lives. We trust in the fact that our God continues to graciously bestow
upon us the unconditional love of His Holy Spirit. That Spirit continues to guide us on our earthly journey. | don’t
know about you but when we acknowledge and recognize His presence among us great things happen.

Father John+
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Blue Christmas Senac

On Sunday afternoon, December 11 at 4 PM you are invited to attend a “Blue Christmas
Service” here at St. Paul’s. This service is also known as “The Longest Night” or a "Service
of Comfort and Rest". It is intended for those who have experienced loss--through death,
divorce, depression, or other life challenges--and for those under stress during the holiday
season who need a time of rest. With singing and Scripture reading, a homily and Eucharist,
this service invites those who attend to take time for themselves. It is a time for healing and acknowledging the
pain and stress that the holidays can bring for some. It is intended to acknowledge that for some Christmas is not
all we proclaim it to be; some struggle during the holidays and this service helps them to express and acknowledge
those feelings.
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Schedule for the Season of Advent and Christmas

© Holy Eucharist Sundays, 8AM and 10AM
»t Advent Service of Holy Communion Mondays, 5:30PM
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service Wednesdays, 9:30AM
Blue Christmas Service Sunday, December 11, 4PM
¢ Rector’s Forum Sundays, December 4 & 11, 11AM
#t Silver Polishing Friday, December 9, 9:30 AM
»7 Tree Hunting Saturday, December 17, 8AM
#t Tree Decorating Sunday, December 18, 11AM
3t Christmas Eve Saturday, December 24, 6PM

Festive Lessons and Carols featuring our
Hand Bell Choirs

Saturday, December 24, 10PM
Festive Choral Eucharist

»v Christmas Day Sunday, December 25, 9AM
New Year’s Day Services Sunday, January 1, 8AM and 10AM
| is
the
Season.
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COME JOIN OUR

Bible Study

There will be no Bible Study on December 1 and 8™ We will resume on
December 15" at 9AM.
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Epiphany
Friday, January 6, 6 PM

As the Christmas season ends, we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. This is a celebration
of the wise men’s visit to baby Jesus. Please join us on Friday, Jan. 6 at 6 PM. After a short
service, we will be celebrating with a variety of ethnic foods. Please bring a dish reflecting
your heritage. We will wrap up the festivities with a pifiata for the kids.

o060 83 60 83 0 83 30 830 0 83 30 30 830 830 830 839 830 630 830 6300 830 60 83 830 830 830 839 30 839 830 39 830 839 850 6390 830 6390 830 6300 830 €30 83 00 830 06

Prayers for Our Ministries

Each week a different ministry area of St. Paul’s is featured in the bulletin to highlight, encourage involvement and
give thanks for the people who make it happen. During the month of December we pray for the following
ministries:

Deember
12/04 Flowers and Candle memorials 12/18  Gould Allocation Committee
12/11 Funeral Luncheon Committee 12/25 Christmas Day
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Lectio Divina

AoL y
3!54[ Lectio Divina continues to meet on Monday, December 7 and December 21 at 6:00 PM in
the home of Linda Littell, 525 Airey Ave. in Endicott. Lectio Divina is a meditative way of
—~— looking at Scripture. No reservations or notification needed; just come!

Speak with Fr. John if you have any questions.
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Stewardship Thought

With the beginning of Advent we began a new Liturgical Year and the Season of Advent. Advent is a time when we
prepare our hearts and souls for the coming birth of Christ. It is a time of expectation, of watchfulness, and a time
of self-reflection. We examine our stewardship of time, abilities and treasure and consider how we are using all
three for the proclaiming of God’s kingdom. Thank you for all you do toward the building of God’s Kingdom.

Thank you.
Fr. John+
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*“V\g The office will be closed on Monday, December 26", The magic of Christmas is not in
doSQA {30' the presents, but in His presence. Have a blessed Christmas!
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During the month of December the Rector’s Forum will meet on the 4™ and 11". Topic to be
announced. There will be no Rector’s Forum on December 18" since we will be decorating. On January
8th we will put Christmas decorations away for another year. Forum will resume on January 15,
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Advent Holy Eucharist Services
Mondays, December 5-December 19, 5:30PM

The hustle and bustle of the Christmas Season can often overshadow the true *
meaning of Christmas. During Advent, join us for a Eucharistic Service each Monday at J
aave ﬂ+

5:30PM. Make Advent a time to rest, wait and yearn for the celebration of the birth
of Christ.
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#  Trinity Canteen for October: Eunice Barton, Tammie Mangano, Kelly Parker-Seeley, Lukas Parker and
friend Sidney, Evan, Amelia, Maddie and John Swavola, Nancy Ng, Chip Kinne, Lynne and Jordan Jones,
Mark, Jennifer, Tommy, Frannie and Joey Vallone, Sarah Evans, Michelle Wolf and Jack Wolf, and Jack and
Jennifer Westermann. A special thank you to Zach Manchester for signing up to help out but, obviously,
we had plenty of help! We'll use you next time, Zach! © Thanks Michelle for the meaningful prayer to
conclude our time of service.

# Bill Freeman for the aisle torches as well as all those who supported them.

#  You may have noticed that the Vestry bulletin board in the narthex has been updated. Thanks to Eunice
Barton for the pictures and Melissa Moon for the design and execution of the new board.

# The plaque for the Memorial Garden was hung in the Bernice Gould Chapel by Bill Freeman. It will list
those loved one whose ashes have been scattered in the courtyard garden.

# All those who mowed the lawn.

# Movin’ On lunch folks.
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Pledges and Envelopes

Just a reminder that all contributions for 2016 must be received by December 31 in order to
appear on your tax statement for this year. If you have not returned your commitment form
for next year we ask that you please do so as soon as possible. Contribution envelopes will be
available during the month of December. If you do not receive your set, please call the Office.

Flower Memorials

There are no flowers during the Advent Season. Please see
the form in this Epistle if you are interested in Christmas
Poinsettia Memorials.
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Sanctuary Candle Memoirials

12/04  In loving memory of Susan Bystricky Myrto from her dear
friend, Paula Ryan

12/11 available

12/18 In loving memory of Bud and Elaine Rozina from their daughter and
son-in-law, Beth and Cliff VanDervort

12/25 In loving memory of Bud and Elaine Rozina from their daughter and
son-in-law, Beth and Cliff VanDervort
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Note: Please call the office (748-8118) any time during the month if you would like to designate the altar flowers
or candles in memory of a loved one, to recognize a special event or simply in thanksgiving for God’s many
blessings. Forms are in the back of the church. Dates may be shared.
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12/03 Jackie Reece
12/03  Alaina Browning
12/04 Kurt Jones

12/05 Janet Kroculick
12/05 Sandra Williams
12/05 Christine Petras
12/07 Margaret Britton
12/09 Thomas Evanek
12/15 Marjorie Johns

12/16 Katie Meade
12/16 Kory Meade

12/19 Louise Pierce
12/20 Margarite Penrose
12/21 Daryl Spak

12/26 Dolores Chergosky
12/29  Judy Wolf

12/30 Jane Parker

12/30 Jenise Soules
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DEEMBER

12/09 Susan and John Young 12/30 Lee and June Palmer
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Are you a December birthday or anniversary but you don’t see your name here? Please let the office know so we
can update our records! We don’t want to miss anyone!
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Christmas Cards

Don’t forget those who are not at home. They would appreciate a kind gesture such as a
Christmas Card to let them know we’re thinking of them during this holiday season. This is
a list of our students who are away at school or in the service.

Molly Martinichio Matt Moon
Building C 418 Colonial Drive
214 E 139 OCC Drive South Endwell, NY 13760

Syracuse, NY 13215
(Will be home 12/12/16)

Tori Jo Kakusian Amy Manchester Cassie Manchester
Box 1507 Ithaca College College of Saint Rose
Marywood University East Tower Room 1112 Student Box #1100
Adams Avenue 953 Danby Road 366 Western Avenue
Scranton, PA 18509 Ithaca, NY 14850-7002 Albany, NY 12203
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Congratulations to Michael Kakusiaron his recent graduation in the United States Marine
Corps. We are all very proud of you! Michael’s address is:

Private Kakusian, Michadt.

School of Infantry-East, Company C

PSC Box 20161

Camp Lejeune, NC 28542-0161
Michael will complete this portion of his training on February 1, 2017 at which time he will receive his next
assignment.
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December Happenings!

a { Af BSNI t 2t &raiday) Yecmbért,l9:B@ang Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we polish the
:fj altar silver in preparation for our Christmas services. All are welcome; just bring elbow grease.

ﬂgi;’r}\‘»

E& Christmas Tree Cutting Get out your mittens and boots for a hike through the woods in
search of the perfect tree for our worship space! We will meet at 8:00 am on Saturday, December 17
for doughnuts and hot drinks them head out to Dick White’s “tree farm” in Owego. Many hands
make the tree dragging easier! Please let either Fr. John or the Westermanns know so we don’t leave
without you!
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Women of the Church News

On December 7™ the WoC will gather for our annual holiday dinner at 5:30 at St. Paul’s.
Everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass. Beverages will be provided. We will be having a
business meeting following dinner to vote on year end donations of our funds. Suggestions
should be given to Sandy Schwab (sanjrussel@epix.net) so the list can be prepared prior to the
, meeting. Please research the sources you recommend to ensure they are still viable and a
Women of the Church  good recipient of our funds. Additionally, we must have a discussion on our rummage sales
and determine the level of support for this activity and how the group envisions achieving its goals. This will be a
friendly discussion open to ideas and suggestions, along with recognition of what works well. Also, as you know,
various groups within the church have volunteered to prepare and serve the meal at the Trinity Canteen when it is
St. Paul’s turn to serve. We have been asked to do the January 29" Canteen, so please check your schedules so
that we can determine if we have enough volunteers to do this event. We will also probably need volunteers to
help with prep on Friday or Saturday. A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the meeting. We will end the
evening on a festive note with a couple of holiday sing-alongs with Karen Cahill at the piano. A sign-up sheet for
the dinner is at the back of the church.

The next sleeping bag workshop is Thursday, December 8™ at noon. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass for
some lunch and fellowship, following which we will work. (Maybe there will be some leftovers from the night
before.) A sign-up sheet is at the back of the church.

For January and February we will follow last year’s suggestion of afternoon meetings. We have worked hard so
let’s start the new year off with a purely social gathering — lunch at a restaurant to be determined, along with the
date. Due to the hectic holidays, we will not hold it on the first Wednesday in case everyone is just partied out.

Sandy Schwab, Chair
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[ Monday, December 12, Noon
C‘_/ The Movin’ On Lunch will be held on the 2™ Monday of December. The menu for the day will
/\\\ é\ be meatloaf. All widows and widowers are invited to share in this time of food and fellowship

« ~ —  on Monday, December 12™", at noon in Fellowship Hall.
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Volunteers Needed abDanielle House

If you are looking to invest a few hours each week to serve families in a medical crisis, Danielle
House may be the charity you would love to be a part of. Danielle House is our local healthcare
hospitality home. To learn more, please visit the website at www.daniellehouse.org, or call
724-1540.

Please consider making the holidays a little brighter by donating unwrapped gifts for children
who are newborn to 21 years old with the majority being 10 to 17 years of age. The Children’s
Home also accepts checks payable to “Children’s Home,” 1182 Chenango Street, Binghamton,
NY 13901. Please designate that the funds are for “gifts.” Take a tag off the tree in the back
of the church to fulfill a child’s wishes this Christmas! Place all items under the tree. We will
be accepting gifts right up until Christmas Eve.
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Mozﬁf douse

- MomsHouseNY-org

Come to a book fair to benefit Mom’s House at Barnes & Noble in the Town Square Mall on Friday,
December 9", from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Mention Mom’s House in your purchase. On-line
orders can be made from 12/9 through 12/14 at www.bn.com/mybookfair .

Enter Mom’s House I.D. #11803673.

Have breakfast with Santa to benefit Mom’s House at the Endwell United Methodist Church, 3301 Watson Blvd.,
Endwell on Saturday, December 3" from 8 to 11:30 a.m. Tickets are $7.50 for adults, S5 for V'S

ages 5-12. Children under 5 are free. Tickets are available at the door. There will be live
Christmas music, bake sale and gifts. Pictures with Santa are $3. Breakfast includes
pancakes, eggs, sausage, Freihofer pastries, Mister Koffee/hot chocolate, and juice.
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ST. P_ARUQVBER AND SANCTUARY CANDLE FUND
Below you will find the yeaR017r egi stration form for St. P aPledse remembbentav e r
read the notes on both sides of the foRemember this form is for the ye2017 only anddoes notrniclude Christmaand
Easter As is our custom, there will be a box at the back of the church for these two special days. If you want your
contribution recorded for tax purposes, it must be in the form of a check or in an envelope with your nameiotedrbynpit.
You may indicate the relationship of the person to be remembered, such as father, mother, sister, brother, friend, etc.

REGI STRATI ON FOR ST. PAUL" S FLOWER AND SAIJ

Yes, | would | ike to m&SanciuaryLigh Fuad. | want® have aRleane in the Althr Flovwers «
the Sunday(s) or Holy Day(s) listed and/or | want to share in the candles in the Sanctuary Light for the week (Sunday tt
Saturday) beginning with the Sunday listed.

| want to slare in the:

FLOWERS SANCTUARY CANDLE

DATE NAME DATE NAME

IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OF

INMEMORY OF IN MEMORY OF

IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OF

IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OF

IN THANKSGIVING FOR IN MEMORY OF

TO MARK IN MEMORY OF

Suggested donation is $50 for Flens and $15 for the Sanctuary Candle.

| will contribute $ for the above memorials.
() Enclosed.
() I'will send my contribution on (Date)

NAME TODAY' S DATE _
ADDRESS
NOTES:
1. Each Sunday we will remember BY NAME those in whose memory the flowers or Sanctuary Candle are given.
Therefore, please |list individual n a me {Thaeswill‘hal kelany an

flowers during Lent and Advent).

2. Altar flowers or Sanctuary Light candles may fittingly be given in memory of a loved one.flélars may also
be given to mark an important anniversary in family life, such as a Marriage, Baptism, Confirmation, or Birth

3. Checks should be made payabl&to . Paul 6s Altar Guild and please w

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.
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Christmas

J Poinsettia Memorials

After the season of Advent, poinsettias will adorn the altar for the Christmas
Services. If you are interested in donating a poinsettia in memory of a loved one please
fill out the following form and put it into the box at the back of the church. After the service, the flowers will be
delivered to our parishioners unable to leave home. Checks should be made to St. Paul’s with Christmas Flowers in
the memo line. A suggested donation of $20.00 will cover the cost of each poinsettia. Please drop off your forms
in the box or have them in to the office by Dec. 13" to be included in the bulletin.

Name

In Memory Of

In Thanksgiving For

In Honor Of
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Calendars

The 2017 Liturgical calendars and the Coleman & Daniels planners are now available in the
of the church. A donation of $2 is welcome for the Liturgical Calendar. We thank Colemg

Daniels Funeral Home for the gift of the planners.
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CHOW Notes

After reviewing the information collected by the CHOW volunteers concerning walk-in clients,
we will NOT be accepting walk-in clients. We will only accept clients referred to us through the
CHOW office. Thank you for your help with this trial period.

Due to the shortages at the CHOW warehouse, our pantry is in need of the following: cold cereal,
hot cereal, spaghetti sauce, canned pasta meals, jams/jellies, peanut butter.

Your help during this holiday season is greatly appreciated!
Mary Cermak
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Deember Liturgical Ministers Schedule

Please note:Liturgical Ministers are needed for the Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 23
both Christmas Eve services, 6:00 PM and 10:00 PM and the 9:00 AM service on Christmas Day. If you are

interested please see Fr. John or notify the office: 748-8118 or stpaulschurch@stny.rr.com.

December 4 8:00 AM 10:00 AM
Lay Assistant Mary Cermak Karen Cahill
1°* Reading Kelly Parker-Seeley
2" Reading Luther Chergosky Barb Dailey
Chalice Chip Kinne Steve Koerts
Readings Isaiah 11:1-10 Romans 15:4-13

December 11 8:00 AM 10:00 AM
Lay Assistant Debbie Dieffenbacher Georgia Wilber
1** Reading Karen Cahill
2" Reading Bill Dieffenbacher Carl Kinne
Chalice Luther Chergosky Jim Buffum
Readings Isaiah 35:1-10 James 5:7-10

December 18 8:00 AM 10:00 AM
Lay Assistant Jane Parker Jim Garceau
1°* Reading Judy Finlayson
2" Reading Garvin Alexander Judy Shannon
Chalice Jack Westermann Suzanne Pettit
Readings Isaiah 7:10-16 Romans 1:1-7

De@mber 24— Christmas Eve Service, 10:00 PM — Please call the office if you would like to serve
December 25- Christmas Day Service, 9:00 AM at either of the Christmas Services.

Note: If you are unable to serve on a given week, please try to find a substitute. Luther Chergosky is
available as a substitute Lay Assistant for 8:00 segsgiclf you need a phone number, please call the office
at 748-8118. Copies of our church directory are available as well for your convenience.
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St. Paul s’ Epi scopal Chui
Vestry MinutesOctober 112016

Approved

To love God, Love others, Help Others to love God
Rector: Fr. John R. Matrtinichio
Wardens: Bruce Dailey, Jennifer S. Westermann

Vestry:

Eunice Barton Mary Gilfoyle Ruthie Koerts
Karen Cahill Lynda Helmer Robert Pettit
Duncan knlayson Lynne Jones Richard Schwab

Treasurer: Jack Westermann

Fr. John opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a prayer of general thanksgiving from the BCP. He then
distributed a Participation and Giving Trends chart spanning the decade e2@@)Specific to St.
Paul ' s. He asked that we study it as we will

September MinutesOne correction noted: The monthly Gould draw should read $14,250, not $14,500 as
indicated. Motion made by Ruthie Koerts with second by Eunice Bartosiccept the September minutes
with the abovementioned correction. Motion carried unanimously.

Financial Reports:
Bob Pettit:
1 The Gould fund balance as of the end of September was $4,380,621 wipckisfor the year.
1 If the draw stays below the current less than 4% the fund should steadily increase.
1 Income vs. Expenses
o Income-Pledge is currently about $4,000 over budget but the expectation is that that will
even out based on the past scheduldoofitions. Pass Through income is high but all will
be disbursed as bills from earmarked projects are paid such as the landscape project, pew
cushions and aisle torches.
0 Expenses-Expenses are currently either on or under budget
1 Jack Westermanasummarz ed t he treasurer’s report, no s
soon have a bill to pay unemployment for our former secretary which will total about $3,500,
possibly $1,000 this year and $2,500 next year.

Motion made by Bruce Dailewith secondrom Karen Cabhilko accept the reports as presented. Motion
carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda:
1 Gould Grants- The grant committeeeviewed on application but as it generated some questions
from committee members, any action was tabled until themerth pending the gathering of more
information.

Rector’s Report:

9 Stained glass windows from the synagog#e. John spoke with Carol from Creations by Carol in
Vestal about creating a shadow box for the donated window. She came in with an estichate mu
more affordable than the previous estimate. Fr. John will meet with her and her partner to discuss
what we want.

1 Nominating Committee-a nominating committee needs to be formed next month to create a slate
of vestry candidates

1 Finance Committee thecommittee will meet soon to discuss the 2017 budget
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1 Snow Removat Fr. John spoke with our current contractor; his price will remain the same so we
will stay with him.

1 Scattering Gardenthe ashes of George Kroculick were scattered in the Scatteringniarde
becoming the first person to have ashes scattered. A plague will be mounted on the wall of the
chapel with his name on it with room for additional names.

1 Upcoming Worship servicesFr. John met with Paula Giroux about the Advent, Christmas and
Lentenseasons. The liturgy of the Word part of the 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service will be a
Lessons and Carols format. Because of this it was decided not to have the additional Advent
Lessons and Carols service we have had in the past. The number of Aststhgdservices will
be reduced from four to three; there will be just one evening service. The Lenten Series will focus
on exploring other faiths.

1 Sabbaticat Fr. John continues to plan his upcoming sabbatical. He will take it frordume to
mid-Octoter at Lake Placid.

Warden’'s Report:
1 Bruce Daileynoted that the elevette got stuck again, this after it was serviced for the same problen
a short time earlier.

Miscellaneous Items:

1 Fr. John shared numerous positive comments he has heard about DéameiiSiew parish
secretary.

1 Narthex—the pictures of current vestry members need to be updated for the board in the narthex

1 Youth Sunday- it may not always be the first Sunday of the month; more flexibility is needed
because of “participants’” schedul es

1 CHOW Pantry clarification- A vestry member was asked if our CHOW Pantry is a referral only
pantry or do we serve walks? The answer is that it is a referral pantry with the option of serving
walk-ins at our discretion. The vestry strongly recommenmsating it as a referral only pantry in
order to ensure the safety of our volunteers. Karen Cabhill, vestry member and one of the pantry
coordinators, will share this with the other coordinators and pantry volunteers.

1 Bathroom switch-the switchinthéo at hr oom of the downstairs | a
discussion on a complete renovation of both upstairs and downstairs bathrooms. Dick Schwab wi
discuss this with Fr. John.

Committee Reports:
1 Christian Educatior seems to be going well. Lynne Jones noted that she and Ann Supa (from the
younger class) are working well together.
1 Women of the Church Karen Cahill reported that
o the sleeping bag group met to create a sleeping bag, the third one so far. DebtzagVirag
volunteered to head up this project.
o the fall rummage sale is being set up
o November 2nd meeting will be a dinner followed by a program on nutrition given by
parishioner Jennifer Vallone.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 8, 2016, 7:00 PM.

Meeting a@journed at 8:10 PM with the praying of An Order of Compline.

Minutes submitted by Jennifer S. Westermann, Vestry Clerk
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