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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

The Epistle     
December 2021 

Love God.  Love others.  Help others love God. 
 

We welcome you to join us on our journey as we strive to share the love of Jesus through 
worship, Christian education, fellowship and service to each other and the community 

beyond our walls. 
 

From the Desk of Father John 
 
 

Schedule for the Season of Advent and Christmas 
 

 Holy Eucharist    Sundays, 8AM and 10AM 
 Holy Eucharist & Healing Service Wednesdays, 9:30AM 
 Rector’s Forum    Sundays following 10AM services 

(December 5 & 12) 
 Tree Hunting    Saturday, December 18, 8AM 
 Tree Decorating    Sunday, December 19, 11AM 
 Blue Christmas Service   Monday, December 20, 5PM 
 Christmas Eve    Friday, December 24, 4:30 & 10PM 

(Please note change in time) 
 New Year’s Day Service   Saturday, January 1, 9AM 

Gould Chapel 
 Trinity Canteen Sunday   Sunday, January 30, 11AM 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                    Fr. John+ 
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Worship at St. Paul’s! 

Our Sunday services at 8 and 10 AM are both in-person and on Zoom.  The 10 AM service will 
be on Facebook - using the St. Paul’s Endicott page.  Daily prayers, Bible studies, book groups 
and meetings will continue to be held on Zoom. The Wednesday morning Healing service is now 
being held in-person in the Gould Chapel, in addition to the Zoom option.     
                                                       
 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS LINK IS FOR ALL EVENTS FROM 
 November 29TH TO January 2nd.  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88555563797?pwd=UTQ4bUdQK3AxNGlZUEZGUDJPT
TlyUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 885 5556 3797 
Passcode: tNB4bQ 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,88555563797#,,,,*293521# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location 
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
 Meeting ID: 885 5556 3797 
  Passcode: 293521 
 
 

              Stewardship! 
                               Love God.  Love others.  Help others love God. 
 

Beginning with the First Sunday of Advent (November 29th) we began a new 
liturgical year, Year C. So, Happy New Year. Advent is a time we prepare our 
hearts and souls for the coming birth of Christ. It is a time of expectation, of 
watchfulness, and a time of self-examination. We are preparing for the Birth of 
Christ. We are told by the world around us to buy, buy, and buy to show our love 
for our each other. We are told by the world to use money we do not have, to buy things we do not 
need, to impress people we do not even like. During this time, we examine our stewardship of time, 
talent, and treasure and consider how we are using all three for the proclaiming of God’s Kingdom. 
Our gifts given at church each week show our appreciation for God’s love for us. It is our gift, given 
to God weekly. Thank you for your stewardship that enables us to proclaim the Son of God, Jesus, 
Emmanuel! 

                                                                                                                                Fr. John+ 
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             Let us pray for Darrell Stone who passed away November 14th. We extend our  
             thoughts and prayers to all who loved him.  May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Darrell’s Memorial Service is December 4th at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Many thanks to Jim Garceau for his stewardship talk. 
 
Thank you to Lynn and Bill Freeman, Fr. Richard for cooking a delicious Harvest Supper! 
And to all those who helped peel apples for the apple crisp, set up, cleaned up and     

             enjoyed a great time and food. 
 

Thank you to the November Movin’ On Crew: Lynn and Bill Freeman, and Jennifer 
Westermann, and all those who helped. 

 
Thanks to Dick Schwab for the leaky sink repair in the kitchen. No more drips.   
 

 
 
Because of the morning prayer services at 9:30 a.m. Monday through Saturday,, 
we will not be offering the 5:30  p.m. services on Monday’s during Advent this 
year. 
 
 

 

Prayers for Our Ministries   
Each week a different ministry area of St. Paul’s is featured in the bulletin to 
highlight, encourage involvement and give thanks for the people who make it 
happen.  During the month of December we pray for the following ministries: 

                                DECEMBER 
12/5 Flower Deliverers  12/19 Funeral Luncheon Committee 
12/12 Flower and Candle  12/26 Gould Allocation Committee 

      Memorials    
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                                   Rector’s Forum  
Rector’s Forum will continue in December and will meet on Sunday,  
December 5th and 12th after the 10:00 a.m. service. Everyone is invited.  
 
 

 

                  All Things Spiritual on Zoom! 
                         Meeting on TUESDAY 
We gather for discussion about a chapter in the book during each meeting. The 
next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 7th, after the 9:30 AM prayer 
service.  We continue We Were the Least of These (Reading the Bible with 

Survivors of Sexual Abuse) by Elaine Heath.  We will read Chapter 5, Beauty Pagents.   
   

 

A Letter of the Bible – Timothy on Zoom!  
Meeting on TUESDAY 

We continue our Bible discussion with the Letters in the New 
Testament.  This is different from the Thursday morning Lectionary Study 
which uses the Sunday Lectionary as its basis.  Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, December 14th, after the 9:30 AM prayer service.  We will be 
discussing the Letter to the Second Letter of Timothy.   

 

All Things Theological on Zoom! 
                        Meeting on TUESDAY 

We will continue the book by Joan Chittister The Gift of Years - Growing Older 
Gracefully.  We will be reading Chapter 7 on Transformation.   The next meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, December 21st, after the 9:30 AM prayer service.      
  

 

                                         Lectionary Study on Zoom! 
Lectionary Study is held on Thursday mornings following the 9:30 AM 
Prayer Service on Zoom.  This is an informal way of studying the 
Scripture readings for each upcoming Sunday.  Brew a second cup of 
coffee and lend your thoughts as to what you feel God is saying to you.  
A short prayer service will precede the study.                                   

             Ruthie Koerts 
 

                 Annual Pledge Cards 
 

If you have already sent in your annual pledge card, we thank you for your 

support!  If you have not, this is a gentle reminder to send in your pledge card 

either by dropping it off at the office, the offering plate in church, USPS or 

place your card in the drop box located at the corner of the Christian Education building.  

  

 



5 

 

 

                            Flower Memorials           
                 

Please Note:  There will be no flowers adorning the altar 
during the Advent season. 

 
12/26 - available 

 
 

                                    Sanctuary Candle Memorials 
                                 

                         Available 12/5, 12/12, 12/19, 12/26. 
 
 
 

Note:  Please call the office (748-8118) any time during the month if you would like to 
designate the altar flowers or candles in memory of a loved one, to recognize a special event or 
simply in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.  Dates may be shared. 
 

Blue Christmas Service 
Monday, December 20, 5:00 PM 

 

On Wednesday evening on December 20th at 5:00 PM you are invited to 
attend a “Blue Christmas Service” here at St. Paul’s.  This service is also 
known as “The Longest Night” or a "Service of Comfort and Rest".  It is 
intended for those who have experienced loss--through death, divorce, 
depression, or other life challenges--and for those under stress during 

the holiday season who need a time of rest. With singing and Scripture reading, a homily and 
Eucharist, this service invites those who attend to take time for themselves. It is a time for 
healing and acknowledging the pain and stress that the holidays can bring for some.  It is 
intended to acknowledge that for some, Christmas is not all we proclaim it to be; some struggle 
during the holidays and this service helps them to express and acknowledge those feelings.  A 
time of fellowship will follow the service. 
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                                   Epiphany Lessons and Carols 
                                          Sunday, January 2nd, 10:00 AM 

                                                                                                                      

As the Christmas season ends, we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany.  This 
is a celebration of the wise men’s visit to baby Jesus. Please join us on 
Sunday, January 2nd at the 10AM service for Epiphany Lessons and Carols 
and an Epiphany Ethnic Luncheon after the service. You are invited to bring 
a food that reflects your ethnic heritage to share with one another after the service.  We will 
wrap up the festivities with a piñata for the kids.                                              
 

                       Christmas Cards 
Don’t forget those who are not at home.  They would appreciate a kind 
gesture such as a Christmas card to let them know we’re thinking of 
them during this holiday season.  This is a list of our students who are 
in college or in the service. 
 

Pvt. Michael F. Kakusian  Meghan Walton   
422 East Benita Blvd.   1419 Salt Springs Road 
Vestal, NY  13850   St. Mary’s Dorm 
     Syracuse, NY 13214 

 

                      Halloween Thank You 
We had another successful year of approximately 125 Trick or Treaters.  At the 
beginning they came by cars but later in the evening they walked.  We couldn’t 
have done this without your very generous donations.  Thank you for making 
Halloween 2021 a success. 
         Ruthie Koerts 

 

         Music Notes    
 

Do you like to sing but don’t have time to rehearse during the week?   
St. Paul’s Choir practices on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. before the 
10:00 service and also on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., if you can make it.  
Come join us!   
Any questions see Jim Apicella, our Choir Director.  
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DECEMBER 
  

 
12/03 Jackie Reece     12/17      Paul Georgiadis 
12/03 Alaina Browning    12/19      Louise Pierce 
12/04 Kurt Jones     12/20      Peg Penrose 
12/05 Sandra Williams    12/21      Daryl Spak 
12/05 Christine Petras    12/21      Marianna Spaccaforno 
12/09  Thomas Evanek    12/26      Dolly Chergosky 
12/10 Kate Saleeby     12/29      Judy Wolf 
12/15 Marge Johns     12/30      Jane Parker 
12/15 Cheri Conant     12/30      Sarah Soules  
12/16 Katie Meade 
12/16 Kory Meade          

 

 
 

 
                                 

 
 

DECEMBER      
  

                                                             12/09   Susan and John Young   (26)  
   
  

 

Are you a December birthday or anniversary but don’t see your name here?  Please let the 
office know so we can update our records!  We don’t want to miss anyone!  
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            at St. Paul’s 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Note from Our Parish Nurse 
     With great love, reverence and joy we welcome the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
As we gather together, please do so as safely as possible. The CDC expects a surge of Covid 
after Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings.  
 

Things that help: 
Vaccinated people . 
Those unable to vaccinate get tested two to three days prior. 
Crack open a window for better ventilation. 
Air purifiers . 
Smaller gatherings. 
N95 or masks for and around higher risk individuals if possible.  
We are still high in Covid numbers.   
 

     It is also flu season. December 5-11 is National Influenza Vaccine Week. Flu peaks from 
December to end of February but can occur as late as May.  
     As we reach out to celebrate with our friends and relatives, please remember those alone or 
who are less fortunate.  This can be a very sad time for them. Merry Christmas to you all and 
may you have a blessed Christmas and New Year! 
                                                                                                Jackie Fabiano RN, BSN, Lead Parish Nurse 

 

Silver Polishing “Party” – Monday, December 20th at 10 AM.  Join us in the 

Fellowship Hall as we polish the altar silver in preparation for our Christmas services.  
All are welcome; just bring elbow grease.   

Christmas Tree Cutting – Get out your mittens and boots for a hike 

through the woods in search of the perfect tree for our worship space!  We 
will meet in the church parking lot at 8:00 am on Saturday, December 18th for 
doughnuts and hot drinks then head out to Dick White’s “tree farm” in 
Owego.  Many hands make the tree dragging easier! 

Christmas Decorating – Come help decorate the church and trim the tree on Sunday, 

Dec. 19th at 11 AM. 
 

 

Vestry Meeting  

             The next meeting will be on December 14th at 6:30 p.m. 
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    Movin’ On Luncheon 
             Monday, December 20th, Noon 
The Movin’ On Lunch group will be held on the THIRD MONDAY of the 
month.   Our next luncheon will be on Monday, December 20th at noon. 
All widows and widowers are invited for a time of food and fellowship.   
 

 

Altar Guild 
                               We are in need of people to help with Altar Guild.  This involves setting up   
                                and cleaning up from our services. Some would like to iron the linens (not the  
                                altar cloths). Others prefer just to sub or work with someone else.  We are in 
                               need of people for both services and Saturday set up.  Training is available.  
                               If interested contact Fr. John.   

 
 

             Christmas  
      Poinsettia Memorials 

 November 28th was the first Sunday of Advent.  We remind you 
that there are no flowers during this time.  After the season of 

Advent, poinsettias will adorn the altar for the Christmas Services.  If you are interested in 
donating a poinsettia in memory of a loved one, please fill out the following form and put it into 
the box at the back of the church or drop it off or mail it to the Church.  After the service, the 
flowers will be delivered to our parishioners unable to leave home.  Checks should be made to 
St. Paul’s with Christmas Flowers in the memo line.  A suggested donation of $30.00 will cover 
the cost of each poinsettia. Please drop off your forms in the box or have them into the office 
by December 16th to be included in the bulletin. 
 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory Of__________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Thanksgiving For______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor Of____________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kFPe793zn30NMM&tbnid=5-VxcikIPg6AkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.christmastimeclipart.com/category/christmas-flower-clipart.html&ei=hWCKUvrrCtir4APM6oD4Bg&bvm=bv.56643336,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNH1GdM2FY5prd-qaQ4Q5CgBYN4uCw&ust=1384886763453599
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                            Racial Justice and Reconciliation Group 
 

Please note that that there will be NO MEETING IN DECEMBER.   
The next meeting will be on January 24, 2022. 
 
 

 

WoC News 
Sandy Schwab, Chairperson 

                                                                                                              

Women of the Church News 
Our annual Christmas luncheon will be held on December 16th at noon 
in the undercroft.  A soup and salad bar will be provided.  Donations of 
Christmas cookies would be wonderful.  We will enjoy them for dessert 
and also pack cookie boxes for our homebound, who will enjoy them 
too.  Cookies can be homemade or purchased - either way our 
homebound will enjoy them.  No competition in attire this year, so 
whether wearing red, green, an ugly Christmas sweater or a pretty one, 
a jingling hat, mistletoe in your hair, earrings that light up, or whatever 

makes you feel comfortable and cheery, join us for friendly holiday spirit, good conversation, 
laughter, a few games, and food. 
 

Thank You! 
To all who donated items for the Thanksgiving gift bags for the homebound 
members of our parish, we extend a hearty thank you.  Approximately 18 gift bags 
were filled with a wide assortment of items for delivery prior to Thanksgiving.  
Thanks to your generosity, we have plenty of items to enable us do gift bags again 
in the very near future.  We hope to continue to carry out activities that assure 
our homebound members they are still a very important part of our parish family. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – If you Knit or Crochet, We Need You! 
As noted in the November Epistle, both the Women of the Church and the Learning 

Communities Team are focusing on increased outreach to our homebound 
members of the parish, as well as to those who may need comfort.  For this 
reason, we are seeking individuals to knit or crochet prayer shawls, which 
Father John will bless for delivery to individuals as a warming reminder they 
are in the thoughts and prayers of the members of St. Paul’s.  Several of you 
have exhibited an interest and one completed prayer shawl has already been 

turned in.  Hopefully we will have even more individuals volunteer.  Easy patterns for knitting 
and crocheting prayer shawls are available on the table at the back of the church.  If you have 
any questions, or wish to have the patterns emailed to you, please contact me.  Ultimately, we 
would love to have shawls available not only for our parishioners in need of comfort, but also 
for reaching out to individuals in nursing homes who have no family to brighten their days.  
Shawls are easy to make, whether you knit or crochet, so please consider creating a prayer 
shawl that will provide someone both physical and spiritual warmth.   
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Card and Phone Ministry 
Thank you to all who have agreed to minister to our homebound by 
sending cards or making a friendly phone call to them.  It is important 
that we show they are not forgotten and are still very much a part of 
our parish family.  If you are interested in receiving a current Pastoral 
Care list so that you can communicate with members of our parish 
who are unable to come to church, or if you have questions about this 
ministry, please contact Sandy Schwab.  You may opt to communicate 
with every person on the list, or select one or more.  It is up to you.  
Whatever outreach you provide will brighten the lives of others as well as your own.   
 

Gifts to Our Neighbors 
     You may have noticed that our courtyard is once again a busy place.  
Our face mask line is again hanging on the Christian Ed building and our 
Giving Tree is also out and loaded with warm hats, scarves, gloves, 
mittens and socks.  The community response has been excellent and as 
the weather continues to grow colder, the response is surely to increase 
even more.  Donations of face masks and the warm clothing items listed 

above would be greatly appreciated.  Items can be purchased or homemade, but we do ask that 
they are not used.  If possible, it helps to put each item in a zip lock bag to protect the contents 
from the weather.   
     Containers for these donations are also at the back of the church and in the office.  If you 
ever wonder if we are really making an impact with these various “projects” we undertake, ask 
Father John about a recent conversation he had with an Endicott police officer about what goes 
on at our corner of the block.  St. Paul’s is making a difference! 
 

Do You Need a Ride to St. Paul’s? 
Are you missing out on church services or church activities because you do 
not drive, or you no longer drive at night?  If you need a ride to St. Paul’s, 
please call the church office or Sandy Schwab and we will do our best to 
find a member of the parish that can give you a ride.  Your presence is 
important! 
 

 

                    Sleeping Bag for the Homeless Project 
We have started up our sleeping bag projects on the second Thursday of every 
month at 1:00-3:00PM.  If you are interested in fellowship, conversation, and 
fun all the while we make sleeping bags for those less fortunate, please 
consider joining us. You do not have to know how to sew. 
Diocese guidelines require that you have been Covid vaccinated.  

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, December 9th. 
                                                       Deb Wirag 
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                  CHOW Pantry 

The CHOW Pantry at St. Paul’s is up and running!  We are accepting referrals 
on the 3rd and 4th Mondays and Wednesdays of each month from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.   Due to the Christmas holidays, the schedule for December will 
be on the 2nd and 3rd Mondays and Wednesdays. Volunteers are always 
appreciated!  

(December Schedule:  December 13. 15, 20, 22.) 
                                                                                                                                                    Mary Cermak       

                                                                                                                                

THE 153RD CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF CENTRAL 
NEW YORK 

A Summary of Convention 2021 
 

Introduction 
The 153rd Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York took place on Saturday 
November 13th 2021. This year, the Parish of St. Paul’s Episcopal, was represented by Eileen 
Slofkosky and Stephanie Elder-Alexander. The theme of this year’s Convention was ‘Emerging in 
God’s Love’ and likened the past eighteen months to the period which the caterpillar spends in 
the cocoon experiencing the transformation to a butterfly. The experience is tumultuous, 
somewhat painful, not always pretty and exhausting but like the butterfly, the church, 
strengthened by God’s love, will be sustained through the pandemic and will emerge stronger 
at the end of it.  
While the outlook on the corona virus worldwide is arguably not as negative as it was a year 
ago, events which would accommodate large numbers of participants continue to be affected 
by the virus. As such, the convention was again affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. This year 
the Convention organizers decided that since there could not be the gathering of all the 
participants, the convention would take a hybrid format, with a small assembly at one episcopal 
church while most participants tuned in virtually to listen and participate in the voting and 
smaller breakout sessions. The activities of the Convention were also condensed into a single 
day on the Saturday. This year the Exhibit Hall was again held virtually on Wednesday 
November 10th and Friday November 12th at 6.00 pm and the post-Convention service which 
usually takes place on the Sunday morning after the Convention has been held, instead took 
place on Saturday afternoon immediately following the close of the business of Convention.  
Pre-Convention Meetings 
This year’s proceedings were again primarily conducted online via Zoom.  Delegates were 
informed well in advance of the requirements and arrangements which would be necessary to 
allow them to participate. These requirements were similar to those requested of 2020 and 
although zoom had been adopted in many parishes for worship during 2021, two training 
sessions in the form of Pre-Convention meetings were again offered. These sessions explored 
the updated functionalities of zoom, its application to some of the voting exercises and the use 
of opa-vote for others. Convention organizers were also able to troubleshoot problems and 
resolve issues experienced by participants. These sessions helped to ensure that all participants 
would be able to log on to and participate in the Convention activities. 
Other Pre-Convention meetings held in the days leading up to the Convention date served to 
review the Diocesan budget for 2022 and the resolutions which had been submitted to be 
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voted on at Convention. At the budget meeting, the chairman highlighted the major salient 
points of the budget to attendees, gave explanations where necessary and answered questions. 
At the resolution hearing, resolutions to be voted on at convention were reviewed, with 
participants having the opportunity to clarify any ambiguities.  
These sets of sessions were extremely helpful to delegates in making them feel fully prepared 
for the activities of Convention Day.  
The Convention 
The business of the Convention was conducted on Saturday November 14th in two main 
sessions. The morning session commenced with the welcome statements and opening prayers 
from Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe who was located with a small gathering of clergy. She then 
proceeded immediately to the business actions required to open the Convention. These 
included: 
 

• the certification of the presence of a quorum 

• the election of Convention Secretaries 

• the appointment of a Sergeant-At-Arms  

and  

• the report on the credentials of Lay Delegates. 

 
The Reverend Hull gave the report of attendance and certified the presence of a quorum. Then 
the nomination, confirmation and voting in of the Convention secretaries took place, installing 
Kathy Dengler as the Secretary of Convention and the Reverend Holly Eden and Ms. Jill Morales 
as the Assistant Secretaries of Convention. The report of credentials was given by Charles 
Moore, who articulated the status of the parishes attending Convention as at various required 
dates, as was specified for them to be recognized and represented at Convention. 
 
Introductions of the Head Table were made, presenting first the featured speaker Zen Master 
David Dea-An Rynick. This was followed by the changes to clergy since the last convention 
including retirees, movements, new parish assignments and clergy preparing for ordination. 
Following the introductions and announcements, the report of nominations to committees 
which had been received, was delivered and these nominations formally announced. Then 
nominations from the floor were opened, received and accepted. The polls were then opened 
for voting. 
Resolutions were then presented by the Resolutions Committee Chairperson, Reverend 
Christine Day.  Details of four resolutions were heard each in turn, nominated and seconded. 
Resolutions from the floor were also invited. The resolutions were as follows:- 

• Resolution One – Clergy Compensation Recommendations for 2022. 

• Resolution Two -Expand he Options for Choosing Convention Delegates - Part 1. 

• Resolution Three - Expand the Options for Choosing Convention Delegates - Part 2. 

• Resolution Four – Commemoration of Bishop Barbara Harris. 

Following these items of Convention business there was a short break before proceeding to the 
Bishop’s Address. The Bishop reported on the state of the church, articulated the effects of 
climate change on the planet in general and on New York in particular, relating the context of 
events to our charge as Christians to be stewards of God’s world as expressed in the 
commandment to ‘Love God and Love Your Neighbors’. She reflected on what we as Christians 
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can, and should be doing, to obey this commandment in a manner that minimizes the effect of 
climate change.  
The presentation of the feature speaker followed. It took the form of a guided meditation to 
turn the thoughts of participants inward and to renewal, using a Wheel in Action to identify 
where one was, clarify one’s intentions and then take next steps to achieve them. This was 
done in stages through a series of periods of meditation, each followed by breakout discussions 
on individual aspects of the Wheel of Action. 
The lunch break followed the feature presentation. As in the previous year, during the lunch 
break an additional virtual resolution hearing was held to discuss the resolution which had been 
received from the floor during the morning session, (Resolution 4).  
The afternoon’s activities commenced with a moderated session of questions posed to Bishop 
Duncan-Probe and Reverend Rynick. This was followed by a presentation by Reverend Canon 
Carrie Schofield-Broadbent on the origin of the Speak Faith Ministry and its work over the past 
year. This was followed by a report on the work of the Creation Care Ministry which is focused 
on the reduction of congregations’ carbon footprints and the increase of environmental 
sustainability. This presentation was done by Peter Koeppel, Richard Reinhold and Julie 
Calhoun-Bryant. 
The later part of the afternoon was again spent on business aspects of the Diocesan operations. 
Five clergy and twelve lay vestry members who had passed on since the 2020 Convention were 
remembered in the segment Memorials, following which Prayers of Thanksgiving were offered 
for all who ministered faithfully in the episcopal church and in particular the congregation of St. 
Paul’s Brownville which held its final service recently and is now closed. 
The treasurer’s report and the proposed 2022 budget were presented by the Reverend Steve 
White. Questions, comments and discussions were invited after which voting on the proposed 
budget was opened. The budget was approved. Attention then turned back to the resolutions. 
Discussion and questions were invited and held following which voting on the resolutions took 
place.  
Voting took place on both zoom and Opa-vote as required on the respective aspects of the 
elections in the morning and afternoon sessions. The results of the various Diocesan 
Committees and Boards were then announced. Details of the full list of persons elected to 
Diocesan Leadership Positions can be found on the Convention website at 
https://cnyepiscopal.org/about/convention. With regard to the resolutions, it is to be noted 
that the Convention voted in acceptance of Resolutions One and Four while Resolutions Two 
and Three were tabled until Convention 2022. The full details of the Resolutions and Actions 
can be found in the resolutions section of the Convention website. 
Bishop Duncan-Probe then announced the Bishop’s nominations to Committees and Boards all 
of which were supported by the delegates to Convention. It is to be joyfully noted that our very 
own Ms. Ruthie Koerts is one of the appointees to the Commission on Ministry. The details of 
these appointments can also be found at the election and appointments section of the 
Convention website. 
There was no ‘unfinished business’ to be conducted. Therefore, following housekeeping 
announcements the formal business of Convention came to an end. There was a short break of 
thirty minutes during which preparations were made for the post-Convention Worship service 
at St. Matthews Episcopal Church in Liverpool at which confirmations and rededications took 
place. This service brought a successful conclusion to the 153rd Diocesan Convention.  
                                                                               Stephanie Elder-Alexander 

 

https://cnyepiscopal.org/about/convention
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December Happenings! 
     

 

 Once again St. Paul’s parishioners will have the opportunity to 
help make the holidays at little brighter for the children at the 

Children’s Home in Port Dickenson.  
     The big request is for gift cards because they enable the kids to feel like they have 
their own money to spend. They also provide a great teaching opportunity of how 
important it is how and where we spend our money. 
     The most requested gift cards are for 5 Below, Subway, Family Dollar, Walmart, Target, 
and iTunes. Please purchase in $10 or $20 increments.  Please place any cards purchased 
in the box at the back of the church. 

 

 

 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
NEW LOCATION 
Saturday, December 4th from 8 to 11:30 a.m. 
All Saints School, 1112 Broad Street, Endicott 
Pancake Breakfast (pancakes, eggs, sausage, pastries, coffee, hot chocolate, juice) 
Cost:  $8.50 adults; $5 children 5-12; 
          Free under 5 (Pre-sale tickets available at Mom’s House or at the door) 
Santa Photos, Hot Cocoa Bar, Baked Goods, Gift Baskets,Crafts 

 

                        Book Fair to Benefit Mom’s House 

Barnes & Noble in the Town Square Mall 
December 11-15 

from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
MUST mention Mom’s House in your purchase. 

Thank you for your support! 
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December Participants’  
             Schedule – see note below 

*NOTE:  As the distribution of wine will begin in September, the Lay 
Assistant will resume being the first chalice bearer, as in pre-pandemic 
days.  After in-person communion is distributed, he/she will return to the altar and read the spiritual 
communion prayer. 
 

December Liturgical Ministers Schedule 
 

December 5 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Mary Cermak Ruthie Koerts 

1st Reading  Zach Manchester 

2nd Reading Dolly Chergosky Jackie Fabiano 

Chalice Chip Kinne Barb Dailey 

Readings                                 Malachi 3:1-4               Philippians 1:3-11       Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 

 

December 12 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Jennifer S. Westermann Steve Koerts 

1st Reading  Sandy Schwab 

2nd Reading Jackie Reece Bob Pettit 

Chalice Sue Mahon Ruthie Koerts 

Readings                                   Zephaniah 3:14-20        Philippians 4:4-7      Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 

 

December 19 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Sue Mahon Jim Garceau 

1st Reading  Suzanne Pettit 

2nd Reading Marilyn Karlson Sue Jones 

Chalice Chip Kinne Steve Koerts 

Readings                                     Micah 5:2-5a                 Hebrews 10:5-10      Gospel: Luke 1:39-55 

       

December 24 4:30 PM 10:00 PM 

Lay Assistant Sue Mahon Jennifer S. Westermann 

1st Reading Lauren Saleeby Zach Manchester 

2nd Reading Michelle Wolf Kristin Walton 

Chalice Jack Westermann Sandy Schwab 

Readings                                   Isaiah 9:1-7               Hebrews 1:1-12      Gospel: Luke 2:1-20   
 

December 26 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Jack Westermann Jim Garceau 

1st Reading  Steve Koerts 

2nd Reading Nancy Elwood Ruthie Koerts 

Chalice Jennifer S. Westermann Sue Jones 

Readings                               Isaiah 61:10—62:3         Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7    Gospel:  John 1:1-18 

 
 

 



17 

 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes – November 9, 2021 

 

To love God, Love others, Help others love God. 

 
Rector:  Fr. John Martinichio 

Wardens:  Dick Schwab, Sue Mahon  

Treasurer:  Jack Westermann  

Vestry:  

Nancy Elwood   Linda Littell   Jennifer S. Westermann 

Jim Garceau   Lauren Saleeby (A)  Michelle Wolf 

Ruthie Koerts   Eileen Slofkosky - on Zoom Ted Wolf – on Zoom 

Non-vestry present:  Tony Farrand, Matt Moon 
 

Fr. John began the meeting at 6:30 PM with a prayer for Mission out of the Book of Common Prayer.  

 

Gould Fund Report – Tony Farrand presented his annual summary of the Gould fund.  His information 

included the various holdings which comprise the fund, its performance, both historically and current, and his 

recommendations on “best practices” to preserve and grow the value of the fund.  

 

Hillside Gardens – In lieu of an October meeting as there was very little to discuss, Dick Schwab made a 

motion, seconded by Sue Mahon, that we approve the estimate of $600.00 from Hillside Gardens to do some 

fall cleanup and dormant pruning of the landscaping of the church grounds.  The motion carried unanimously 

via email.  Motion made by Ruthie Koerts with second from and Nancy Elwood to ratify the vote.  Motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

September 11 Minutes:  Motion made by Linda Littell with second from Ruthie Koerts to ratify the emailed 

September minutes as sent.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Financial Reports: Jack Westermann and report submitted by Bob Pettit 

• Gould fund:                                                                 

January 1, 2021 September 30, 2021         October 31, 2021         Monthly Change                 

$5,101,706        $5,240,910                     $5,398,518                         $+157,608 

• Income/Expenses:  Income still running well, about $12,000 ahead of budget at this point.  Gould 

draw is slightly under budget, part of this is due to not paying a Music Director for first eight months 

of year as well as not paying for the labor of a cleaning service.. 

• Treasurer’s Report: Financial reports were submitted for the following accounts:  Checking Account - 

$143,023 of which the following have earmarked funds: Flowers and Candles - $4,303; CHOW - 

$16,434; CHAP $1,801; Memorial Fund - $47,544; Women of the Church - $2,607; Youth - $813, 

UTO - $078; Capital Campaign - $36,153.  $32,291 is available for operational expenses.  

• Discretionary report submitted 

• Capital Campaign report submitted 

• Stewardship Campaign 2022 – Of the 116 family units who pledged last year, 63 have committed to 

supporting the church financially in 2022 leaving 53 outstanding.  Total pledge amount for those 63 

cards is $96,098.00.  The vestry thanked Jim Garceau for speaking at both the 8:00 and 10:00 services 

about the importance of being a good steward.  

Motion made by Jim Garceau with second from Ruthie Koerts to accept the financial reports as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Items for Discussion: 

• Snow Removal Contract - Motion made by Dick Schwab with second from Linda Littell to renew 

the contract with David Beierle as submitted.  David agrees to salt and plow as needed at the rate 

of $95.00/salt application and $130.00/ plowing and salting treatment. Motion carried 

unanimously. 
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• Community Blessings Box – A local man, Ken Summers, and his family have been supporting a 

“Community Blessings Box” just inside the doors of the First United Methodist Church on 

McKinley Ave. in Endicott.  They keep the box stocked with non-perishable groceries for any in 

need.  Ken would like to move it to St. Paul’s with his family continuing to maintain it.  After 

discussion the vestry felt that our building does not lend itself to feasible accessibility inside due 

to space and office hours but could offer outside space for it.  Fr. John will talk to Ken about the 

offer. 

• NYS HERO Act for the Episcopal Church – This is modeled after the New York Employee 

Airborne Infectious Disease Exposure Prevention Plan.  Motion made by Ruthie Koerts with 

second from Nancy Elwood to accept the act and keep it on file.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Church cameras system for virtual services – Installation is almost complete.  Not included in the 

purchase/installation package is a laptop computer needed for operation.  Motion made by Jim 

Garceau with second from Michelle Wolf to authorize up to $1,000 to purchase a laptop.  The 

funds would come from the Diane Kimble estate.  Motion carried unanimously. 

2022 Budget – Treasurer Jack Westermann presented a proposed budget for 2022.  The vestry discussed the 

items in the budget and agreed on changes to some of the items.  Jack will update the proposal with the 

changes and submit it at the December meeting for approval.                

Rector’s Report: 

• No COVID changes at diocesan level. 

• Lauren Saleeby has agreed to serve as the attorney for the church with the passing of Charlie Collison. 

• The outside lighting on the buildings is scheduled to be replaced by December 10. 

• The parish will be invited to pray for members of our parish family on a weekly basis.  

Watch for the designated names in the bulletin each Sunday.   

• All Saints Church in Johnson City – In the absence of a rector Fr. John and Fr. Richard Schaal will 

start covering its 10:00 AM service on Sundays.  They will work out a schedule so both St. Paul’s and 

All Saints will have presiders at worship. 

 

Wardens’ Report -  Sue Mahon reported that the church received a thank you note from Janet Frankovsky for 

being remembered by the parish and one from the Cincinnatus Area Heritage Society for its recent Gould 

grant. 

 

Nominating Committee – Three vestry seats and one warden’s seat will need to be filled at the annual 

meeting on February 13, 2022.  As outgoing warden, Sue Mahon will become chair of the Nominating 

Committee. 

 

Electrical Upgrade - Discussions are being held with the architect, Kim Leonard, about the construction plans 

for the new elevator as well as electrical upgrades needed.  

 

Committee Reports: 

• Learning Communities Initiative continues to meet and is sponsoring the tree in the courtyard offering 

winter accessories and the face covering clothesline. 

• Property Committee – Still active and makes minor repairs as needed around the church. 

• Women of the Church – Will meet on November 18 to assemble Thanksgiving bags for our 

homebound parishioners. 

• Harvest Dinner will be this Saturday at 5:30 PM with takeout meals to our homebound members who 

still reside in their own homes. 

 

Next Meeting:  December 14, 2021 at 6:30 PM. Fr. John closed the meeting at 8:31 PM with the praying of 

the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

The vestry wished Fr. John a Happy Birthday with song and cupcakes. 
 

Minutes submitted by Jennifer S. Westermann, Vestry Clerk  

 


