
1 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

The Epistle     
October 2022 

Love God.  Love others.  Help others love God. 
 

We welcome you to join us on our journey as we strive to share the love of Jesus through 
worship, Christian education, fellowship and service to each other and the community 

beyond our walls. 
 
 

Ramblings from the Rector 
 

By the time you read this we will have entered the Fall Season which began September 22 and 
around September 23 we will have twelve hours of daylight and twelve hours of darkness.  We 
see the days getting shorter and darkness getting longer.  We are in that season of change but 
during it all, the colors of changing leaves will be upon and brighten the hills with the stroke of 
an artist’s brush.  So, in the midst of light and darkness, there is joy and sorrow in God’s 
creation. 
 
A couple of things that I would like to share with you. 
 
First, I am in conversation with our Wardens and Vestry as well as the Wardens and Vestry of 
All Saints Episcopal Church in Johnson City to share my services as a priest between the two 
churches.  All Saint’s has been without a priest since July 2021.  I have been supplying at their 
Saturday evening service since then. I believe that I can be of service to them and shepherd 
them. A change to our Sunday Schedule is in the process of being discussed to accommodate 
both churches.  I think that would be the most notable change.  There will be some navigating 
on my part to incorporate the two church schedules into mine. I don’t foresee any issues.  One 
thing it will open up is that ability for us and for them to participate in each other’s activities.   
 
Second, at our recent construction meeting we were informed from Schindler, the elevator 
company building our elevator, that the date of shipment for our new elevator is going to be 
mid-February 2023. To say that I was disappointed is putting it mildly.  We thought that we 
would be completed by mid-November this year. Certainly, the pandemic continues to impact 
our lives on a daily basis. The blessing in all this is that the final invoice will not be paid until 
next year.  It gives us some room to breathe.  
 
Be assured that as darkness comes upon us in Fall and Winter, there will be light and growth in 
Spring and Summer. In death there is Resurrection and life.   
 

          Fr. John+     
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Worship at St. Paul’s! 

Our Sunday services at 8 and 10 AM are both in-person and on Zoom.  Daily prayers, Bible 
studies, book groups and meetings will continue to be held on Zoom. The Wednesday morning 
Healing service is now being held in the Gould Chapel, in addition to the Zoom option.    
   
 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS LINK IS FOR ALL EVENTS 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82070780491?pwd=OUFxYmZRR0NsODExMW5mb3VjQWh5UT09 
 
Meeting ID: 820 7078 0491 
Passcode: V8E361 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,82070780491#,,,,*686353# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 820 7078 0491 
Passcode: 686353 
               

                Stewardship! 
                           Love God.  Love others.  Help others love God. 
Once again, our Sunday School youth are gathering to develop their spiritual 
lives. Each Sunday there are three classes that meet with six teachers and two 
helpers to lead them as they use the curriculum “Sermons4Kids” which is 
based on the Sunday Lectionary Readings. The teachers and aides give of 
themselves, their stewardship of time and ability, to teach our children.  
Through your generous support we have the best church school activities 
available to them. The curriculum is free of charge and is emailed to the staff each week. They 
plan their lessons and activities and use the supplies we have available to make the Scriptures 
come alive.   We are indeed fortunate that many of our parents take their baptismal promises 
seriously “for seeing that their child is brought up in the Christian faith and life.”  Here at St. 
Paul’s, our children are not our future but our present.  They bring life and God’s love to us.  
Thank you for your generous offerings that enable us to share this “love of Jesus” with our 
children. We are certainly blessed with our teachers as they make learning fun and enjoyable.  
It is nice to hear that the kids cannot wait for the next class.  May we thank all involved as we 
begin this year.   Thank you: Nancy, Janet, Grace, Deb, Anne, Zach, Kelly Eileen, and Jennifer, 
our coordinator.    
                                                                                                                                                    Father John+ 
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Humanity 
I love the Gospel of Matthew because of Matthew himself. If we ran into him 
on the street, we’d probably steer clear of him. Yet it was to Matthew that 
Jesus extended his invitation to follow. Matthew invites us to look beyond 
ourselves and see the humanity in others, even the despised, the rejected and 
the outcast, for they too, are worthy of God’s invitation to follow.  

           Br. James Koester, SSJE 
 
 

Let us pray for Marguerite Ireland who passed away August 7th; she lived with her 
niece in Unadilla. We extend our thoughts and prayers to all who knew and loved 
her. May God grant her eternal peace. 
 
Let us pray for Mr. Edward Arnold, our next-door neighbor who passed away 
September 12th. We extend our thoughts and prayers to all who knew and loved 
him. May God grant him eternal peace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you to our merry mowers, Jack, Jennifer and Phil who keep our lawn looking so   
  nice. 

 
Thank you to all who made our “Frankly, It’s Sundae!” celebration a grand event.  The    
 food and ice cream were the best.  Thanks to all who helped with set-up and    

            clean-up and those who enjoyed the great food and fellowship.  
 
 
 

        
Prayers for Our Ministries   

Each week a different ministry area of St. Paul’s is featured in the bulletin to 
highlight, encourage involvement and give thanks for the people who make it 
happen.  During the month of October we pray for the following ministries: 

                       OCTOBER 
10/2 Dottie Bachman - Card Committee  10/23 Chimes 4 Jesus 
10/9 CHAP      10/30 Christian Education 
10/16 Spriitual, Bible & Theological Groups   

   
 

https://web.ssje.org/e3t/Ctc/W3+113/d2ZwCs04/VVPY8B2fmG1nW87rGkT2SZN_XW4125np4QcddyN861KyB3lLztV1-WJV7CgHd1W4X1GGK4kbF6MW81mnkR1c6TJyW3ckwH91xJN93W887LG22KCkYrW25Y7cW3LhY0-W9ljR627LnvSkW40P1qs5hhny1W964XJH4QvxJ-VCZBm45RhrPYW4ZkS8N90BPQSW8CyRrh8yp0RFW41m3ls3PTs5pW6xbNzm4Gcb0rW1cM2WX71TjB6W7zQNWt2SBK8_W4jhqrp49w9-f380c1
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                    Coffee Hour/Rector’s Forum! 
COFFEE HOUR/Rector’s Forum will be after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Services.  
 

 

Would You Like a Book of Common Prayer at Home? 
At the start of the pandemic, I made available our Book of Common 
Prayer for you to have in your home.  We still have BCP’s at the church if 
anyone would like them.  You can stop by the church during the week 
when Diane is in the office, or you can email or telephone a request for 
one.  Someone could pick one up for you as well.  
 

Lectionary Study/Discussion on Zoom! 
 Lectionary Study is held on Thursday mornings following the 9:30 AM 
Prayer Service on Zoom.  This is an informal way of studying the Scripture 
readings for each upcoming Sunday.  Brew a second cup of coffee and lend 
your thoughts as to what you feel God is saying to you.  A short prayer 
service will precede the study.                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                    Ruthie Koerts                                  
 

 

                   All Things Spiritual on Zoom! 
                             Meeting on TUESDAY 
We are taking a break until November when we will start up again with a new 
book, TBA.    

 
 

A Letter of the Bible – Romans on Zoom!  
Meeting on TUESDAY 

We continue our Bible discussion with the Letters in the New 
Testament.  This is different from the Thursday morning Lectionary Study 
which uses the Sunday Lectionary as its basis.  Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, October 11th, after the 9:30 AM prayer service.  We will be 
discussing Paul’s Letter to the Romans.   

 

  

All Things Theological on Zoom! 
                        Meeting on TUESDAY 

We will continue the book by Joan Chittister The Gift of Years - Growing 
Older Gracefully.  We will be reading four chapters this month – Future, 
Agelessness, Immediacy, Nostalgia.   The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, October 18th, after the 9:30 AM prayer service.      
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Blessing of the Animals 
          Sunday, October 2nd, 8 & 10AM 
 

Have your pet blessed as we celebrate the life and ministry of St. Francis 
of Assisi.  Bring your “other” family members on Sunday, October 2nd for a 
blessing of the animals.  Furry, scaly, winged or hoofed; all are welcome.  
Yes, this will occur during the services! 
 

 

All Saints Day 
Sunday, November 1st   

On All Saints Sunday it is customary to renew our Baptismal Covenant and 
remember All Saints – those loved ones who have died. If you would like the 
name of a beloved family member or friend to be remembered, please write 
the name(s) on the cards available at the back of Church. On November 1st you 
will have an opportunity to bring your card to the altar as we have done in 

previous years.  Those cards will remain on the altar for the month of November. 
 

                        Flower Memorials           
 

               Available 10/2, 10/9, 10/16, 10/23, and 10/30. 
 

 
 

Sanctuary Candle Memorials 
                          

               Available 10/2, 10/9, 10/16, 10/23, and 10/30. 
 

Note:  Please call the office (748-8118) any time during the month if you would like to 

designate candles in memory of a loved one, to recognize a special event or simply in 
thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.  There are Flower/Candle forms for 2022 on the back 
table in Church. Dates may be shared. 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
As announced at services on Sunday, September 18th, a letter was sent in 
regards to an update on the elevator/electrical upgrade/drainage projects 
and the status of the Capital Campaign.  If you did not receive the letter 
please contact the office. We hope that you received this important letter and 
should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Fr. John, or 
campaign co-chairs, Dick and Sandy Schwab. 
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ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 
                                         Our Giving Campaign Sunday will be October 16th at St. Paul’s.  We will         
                                     have a reflection about giving and a speaker from our congregation.   
                                          Giving letters and cards will be sent out by mail October 17th, to be   
returned by Sunday, October 30th when Father John will bless them.  You may also snail mail or 
drop them off at the office before October 30th. 
     Please pray and ask God for guidance in deciding your gifts of work, worship and wealth to 
St. Paul’s and Christ’s church. 
                                                                                                    Ruthie Koerts, Stewardship/Giving Chair 
 
 
 

 
 

OCTOBER  
10/2 David Fenty    10/17 Ray Dolphin 

 10/3 Dan Knight    10/17 Michelle Wolf  
 10/5 Bernie Villielm    10/19 Tony Farrand 
 10/7 Garvin Alexander   10/20 Sandy Schwab 
 10/7 Grace Saleeby    10/21 Fran Chrestufos 
 10/9 Debra Colón    10/21 Kelly Browning 
 10/11 Bill Andrake    10/22 Sue Pettit 
 10/14 Beth VanDervort   10/22 Stephanie Alexander 
 10/16 Claire Hendry    10/23 Michelle Cardone 
 10/16 Susan Young    10/24 Beverly Dolphin 
       10/25   Lukas Parker 

 

 
 

 
                                 
 

OCTOBER         
10/6 Dan and Bette Knight (43)     10/18   Bruce and Barb Dailey (53) 
10/9 Chip and Theresa Kinne (51)     10/30   Ron and Jackie Reece (46)  
10/14 Roger and Carolyn Doolittle (62)     10/31   Joseph and Maureen Wilson (52) 
10/14 Garvin and Stephanie Alexander (32)    10/31   Vince and Jackie Fabiano (20) 
10/15 Dick and Sandy Schwab (17)       

  
 

Are you an October birthday or anniversary but don’t see your name here?  Please let the 
office know so we can update our records!  We don’t want to miss anyone!   
 

  



7 

 

            at St. Paul’s 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A Note from Our Parish Nurse 
     October is such a beautiful month, full of God's artwork and the bounty of 
the harvest here in the northeast.  It is also a month to remind us of breast 
cancer awareness.  According to the CDC each year one in eight women gets 
diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime. Some sites say one in seven. Men 
also get breast cancer but it is not very common, one in every hundred breast 
cancers that are diagnosed in the U.S. is a man.  Most breast cancers are found 

in women over 50. But 9% are women under 45.  It is important to know your risk and talk with 
your doctor. Some risk factors are being female, getting older, obesity, family history, BRCA 
gene in women, certain medications, and being a black woman (40% higher risk).  Start 
screenings at least at age 40 with an average risk with a mammogram.  Do monthly breast 
exams on yourself.  Don't worry about cost.  There are places locally to get free screenings, 
especially from Lourdes.  Notify your doctor if there are any changes in shape of your breast, 
nipple discharge, lump in breast and even the underarm area or pain in the breast.  Early 
prevention saves lives. 
     Covid Update:  New vaccine is out that covers original covid and newest variants. The NIH 
believes once initial vaccines are done we may be looking at the covid vaccine being a once a 
year shot like the flu shot.  Although milder, we are now seeing high levels once again.  They 
believe the vaccine has helped to prevent the number of deaths and see milder illnesses. 
Hospitalizations are up but not in the ICU like early covid.   People at high risk still need to be 
cautious.  Please contact your physician for any current treatments if needed.  There is another 
set of two shots for people who are immunocompromised called Evusheld. Contact your 
physician to see if you are a candidate. Continue to stay at home if you are sick or at high 
risk.  If you have been exposed be sure to wear a high quality mask and stay home for 5 days 
but continue to wear a mask until up to 10 days or until covid negative test after 5-7 days post 
exposure.  Exposure day is day 0.  The next day is day 1.   
     The Parish Nurse program is starting a medical equipment share program for those who 
need items for a period of time and do not want to purchase.  We have a shower chair, porta 
potties, crutches, walkers, a wheelchair and we are still building the supply.  We will make sure 
all equipment is considered reusable and disinfected.  A list will be posted.  Please contact me 
at 607-222-5846 for information. We will work on a list to post outside the Parish Nurse office, 
next to the CHOW pantry. Thank you to all the parishioners who have donated items for this 
important service. 
                                                                                                Jackie Fabiano RN, BSN, Lead Parish Nurse                
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                     Blood Pressure Screenings 
Blood Pressure Screenings will be on the 2nd Sunday of each month after each 
Service in the Undercroft. This month’s screenings will be on Sunday, October 8th. 
 

 

                   October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
     Remember October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Have you had your 
screening? The American Cancer Society recommends starting your screening at 
age 45.  The American Radiology Society recommends age 40.  If you have a 
family history, the earlier the better.   

 

Vestry Meeting  

                     Our next meeting is October 11th at 6:30 p.m. 
          This meeting will be in-person.  
 

 

            Sleeping Bag for the Homeless Project 
Our sleeping bag projects are held on the second Thursday of every month at 

1:00-3:00PM.  If you are interested in fellowship, conversation, and fun all the 
while we make sleeping bags for those less fortunate, please consider joining 
us. You do not have to know how to sew.  Diocese guidelines require that you 

have been Covid vaccinated. Our next meeting will be on Thursday, October 13th.                               
                                                                          Deb Wirag 

 

  Movin’ On Luncheon 
          Monday, October 17th at Noon 
Our next luncheon will be on Monday, October 17th at noon.  The Movin’ 
On Lunch group is held on the THIRD MONDAY of the month. All widows 
and widowers are invited for a time of food and fellowship.   

 

                  CHOW Pantry 
The CHOW Pantry at St. Paul’s is up and running! Our numbers are slowly 
increasing, and we are seeing new faces from the neighborhood.  We are 
accepting referrals on the 3rd and 4th week of each month on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Volunteers are always appreciated!  

(October Schedule:  October 17, 19, 24, and 26.) 

                         Mary Cermak   
 

                            Racial Justice and Reconciliation Group 
The monthly meeting of St. Paul’s Racial Justice and Reconciliation 
Discussion Group will be held on Monday, October 24th immediately 
following the 9:30 a.m. Monday Prayer Service.  Everyone is welcome!   
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Sunday, October 23rd  

     The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission of the 
whole church.  Through UTO, individuals are invited to embrace and deepen a personal daily 
spiritual discipline of gratitude.  UTO encourages people to notice the good things that happen 
each day, give thanks to God for those blessings and make an offering for each blessing.  UTO is 
entrusted to receive the offerings and to distribute 100% of what is collected to support 
innovative mission and ministry throughout the Episcopal Church and the Provinces of the 
Anglican Communion. 
     St. Paul's UTO Fall Ingathering will be Sunday, October 23, 2022.  Please support the UTO as 
it ministers to the world by either mailing your donation to the church, placing it in the drop 
box on the corner of the Christian Ed building, or by placing it in the back of the church if you 
are attending in person.   Remember to Utter Thanks Often. 

                                                                                                                                     Sue Mahon, UTO Chair 
 

Sharing Closet 
                                              October 29th, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.       
     Our Sharing Closet is up and running!  We will be open to our neighbors on 
the last Saturday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Currently there is a 
tentative schedule in place.  Our volunteers for October 29th are:  Deb Wirag, 
Jennifer Westermann, and Linda Littell. 
     Thank you for your generosity.  Thank you to Melissa Moon for telling us 
about Maine-Endwell's successful closet and arranging time for us to learn from M-E!  Also, 
thank you to our volunteers who went to M-E to learn from seasoned Sharing Closet 
leaders.  Future updates will be communicated as they happen. 
We will switch from warm weather clothing to cold weather clothing in October.  Warm 
weather clothing donations are being accepted. 
     If you have any questions, please contact Elaine Yacovoni (607-321-4020).  Thank you for 
your help!                       Elaine Yacovoni, Coordinator 
                                                                                                                  

 

Grounds to Grow On 
                                                        Recycle your K-Cups 
We are still collecting used K-cups for recycling.  There is a box in 
the cloak room and one in the church office.  Feel free to save up a 
bunch then drop them off at church.  Or simply leave a bag outside 
the Christian Ed. door.  Once the bin is full, it is shipped by UPS to 
g2 Revolution, an innovative recycling company.  75% of the cups by weight is converted to 
compost.  25% of the cups by weight is converted into recycled products.   

 
 
 

                   The office at St. Paul’s will be closed on  
                     Monday, October 10th, in honor of Columbus Day.   
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Women of the Church News 
Tuesday, October 18th at 1:00 PM 

ELDER SERVICES SPEAKER TO DISCUSS MEMORY ISSUES 
 

     A parish meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 18th at 1:00 p.m. in the 
undercroft, featuring Rene Conklin, Coordinator of Binghamton University’s 
Elder Services Program.   Memory issues are not limited to the aging and can 
be caused by various conditions.  Regardless of age, if we or someone we 
know is experiencing issues with short or long-term memory loss, or 
exhibiting changes in their thinking and behavior, it is difficult to know what 

to do.  It may be normal forgetfulness, or it may be something more serious.  Ms. Conklin will 
address cognitive impairment, including the various function levels of dementia and how to 
preserve remaining function levels.  Whether you have concerns for yourself, a family member 
or a friend – or simply want to learn more about this topic that impacts so many, please join us 
on the 18th.   
     The meeting is sponsored by the WoC as they continue with their focus on health issues and 
challenges faced by many of us as we age. A sign-up sheet will be placed at the back of the 
church; however, if you forget to sign up, please still feel free to attend.  Light refreshments will 
be served. 
                                                                                                                          Sandy Schwab, Chairperson 

  

  Trinity Canteen 
   Sunday, October 30th     

One of the outreach ministries St. Paul's is involved in is preparing and 
serving meals at the Trinity Memorial Canteen.  As you know, we have 
signed up for the fifth Sunday of the month when it occurs on the 
calendar.  I have made a commitment to them for 2022.  The next Canteen 
will be on October 30th. Currently we are providing an enhanced bagged 
meal for upwards of 50 people.  Elaine Yacovoni will be hosting the 
Canteen.  If you are willing to help, please contact Elaine. We appreciate any time you can give.  
                                Fr. John+  

 

Thanksgiving Baskets for CHOW 
                       After conversations with our CHOW Volunteers and the people who visit  
                       our pantry, we are planning to provide a Thanksgiving basket for our  
                       clients.  We estimate we will need 15 baskets.  Our menu will include a  
              roasting chicken (about 5 lbs.), a small frozen pie, boxed stuffing mix, boxed  
              potatoes, macaroni and cheese, and some canned fruits and vegetables.   
             These are basic food items, but the selections are based on the age and  
             number of family members of the people we serve.  We will be giving these 

Thanksgiving baskets out during the days we are open in November.   
     We would greatly appreciate all food and cash donation for this project.  Thank you in 
advance for your help and support for this Thanksgiving project. 
                                                              Mary Cermak and all of the Pantry Volunteers 
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HALLOWEEN AT ST. PAUL’S 
  Monday, October 31st from 5:00 to 7:00 PM 

Once again, as part of our outreach, we would like to be at the church doors to hand out candy 
to Trick-or-Treaters. Our church will be open with the lights on so people can stop and visit or at 
least peek in.  Interested in volunteering please see me. 
Trick-or-Treating will be during the times of 5:00 - 7:00 PM. 
If you would like to donate candy for us to hand out, it may be left in the marked container in 
the back of the church, starting October 16th or in the church office, Monday-Thursday from 
9:00-2:00, before Halloween.  If you have questions, please contact me: cell or text 607-226-
0130 or email RuthieK10@aol.com. Thank you for your generous support. 

Ruthie Koerts 
 
 

                              Save the Date 
 

                                            The Social Committee 
               Mark your calendars for “I Can Only Imagine” movie on Sunday,    
               November 13th.  More details in the November newsletter. 
                                        Ruthie Koerts, Chairperson 
 

                                                              Harvest Dinner 
                  Saturday, November 5th, 5:30 PM                    
Take a moment to slow down and join us for a delicious Harvest Dinner.  Roast 
pork and all the fixings will be served.  Please sign up in the back of the church if 
you are planning on coming and/or if you wish to volunteer to cook, bake, serve 
and/or cleanup.  The meal is $10/adults, $5/children and free under 4.  This is 
always a great evening with wonderful food and conversation.  

Lynn Freeman 
 

                    Advent Workshop 
                      Sunday, November 27th, 11AM 

It’s coming close to that time of the year!  The Advent Workshop is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 27th.  Join us after the 10:00 AM service for all kinds of fun and 
projects:  ornaments, Advent calendars, Christmas cards for our homebound, food 
and much more.  We will be needing volunteers to help at the different stations.    
                                                                                                                                                       Deb Wirag  
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Mom’s House Night of Hope 
Thursday, October 20 @ Traditions at the Glen 
5-6pm cocktail hour 
6-9pm: Dinner 
Cost: $65 per person – table of 8 = $490 Event includes dinner, hors d’oeuvres, 
raffle baskets, silent auction, super cash raffle, wine pull and more. 
 

Meal choices: Chicken Caprese, Sirloin Steak Milanese, Baked Haddock, or Pasta Primavera 
(vegetarian). 
 

Register online  https://momshouseny.org/category/events/  or call 607-644-9972. 
Thank you for your support! 
Charlene Grinnell 
Administrative Assistant 
 

16th Annual Dining for Dollars 
Join us for a fun evening at the 16th Annual Dining for Dollars on 

October 20th, 2022! 
  

Enjoy an evening of music, raffles and, most importantly, dinner 

served by our clergy and guest servers who will sing and provide 

excellent service for tips!   
  

All proceeds benefit Faith in Action Volunteers which provides necessary services to the older 

adults in our community, allowing them to remain healthy and independent. 
  

Please see the attached flyer for more details.  We hope to see you there! 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://momshouseny.org/category/events/
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Mercy House Fundraiser 
 

9th Annual Gala of Taste 

6 to 9 p.m. on October 27th 
This year we will unveil our Gala Hybrid Event - Thursday, October 27, 2022.  There are 
two ways to participate.  Join us at our NEW venue, SUNY Broome Culinary & Events 
Center for a live, in-person event or participate from the comfort of your own home 
with our live-stream event and virtual auction. 

 

Our In-Person Gala Event 
Join us at the SUNY Broome Culinary & Event Center, 78 Exchange Street, Binghamton, 
NY - our NEW venue.  You will enjoy tasting from some of our favorite regional 
wineries and breweries, Food by PS Restaurant, Raffles, Entertainment and 
more.  Cost is $100/person and $175/couple. 

 

 Our Tastemaker Donation 
If you can't join us for our live event, please consider a donation to Mercy House with 
our Tastemaker Donation.  Tastemaker is a general donation to The Gala. It does not 
serve as a ticket. In exchange for your $75 donation to Mercy House, you receive a $25 
gift certificate to P.S. Restaurant. Participate in all virtual event elements & watch the 
LIVE broadcast from the comfort of your own home on Thursday, October 27 from 6 - 
9 pm. Your P.S. Restaurant Gift Card will be mailed to you. 

 

 

DETAILS 

This year's event is limited to 250 guests. Enjoy savory foods and their signature charcuterie 

prepared by PS Restaurant; regional wineries showcasing their best wines; local craft beers; 

entertainment; delicious desserts; over 100 auction items to bid on-line; LIVE broadcast and our 

LIVE Auction items.  

TICKETS Selected during registration 

9th Annual Gala of Taste - Ticket for 1 

$100.00 (1 Attendee) 
This ticket is good for ONE Friend of Mercy House admission into the 9th Annual Gala of Taste 
to benefit Mercy House. Your email receipt serves as your ticket. 

9th Annual Gala of Taste - Tickets for 2 

$175.00 (2 Attendees) 
ONE ticket is good for admission for TWO Friends of Mercy House into the 9th Annual Gala of 
Taste. Select 1 for your quantity and you will be charged $175. Your email receipt serves as your 
ticket. 
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October Participants’   
         Schedule  
 

 

                                                                      

October 2 Blessing of Animals 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Sue Mahon Ruthie Koerts 

1st Reading  Michelle Wolf 

2nd Reading Garvin Alexander Jackie Fabiano 

Chalice Chip Kinne Sandy Schwab 

Ushers Bill & Lynn Freeman Susan Young & Marge Johns 

Readings       Lamentations 1:1-6      Psalm                     2 Timothy 1:1-14            Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 

                               

October 9 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Jennifer S. Westermann Steve Koerts 

1st Reading  Sue Jones 

2nd Reading Jackie Reece Zach Manchester 

Chalice Jack Westermann Jim Garceau 

Ushers Bill & Lynn Freeman Scott Kidder & Matt Moon 

Readings        Jeremiah 29:1,4-7       Psalm 66                2 Timothy 2:8-15             Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 

                                                                                                                      

October 16 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Mary Cermak Jim Garceau 

1st Reading  Elaine Yacovoni 

2nd Reading Marilyn Karlson Sandy Schwab 

Chalice Chip Kinne Steve Koerts 

Ushers Bill & Lynn Freeman Susette & Kristin Walton 

Readings        Jeremiah 31:27-34    Psalm 119:97-104      2 Timothy 3:14—4:5     Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 

                                                                                                                                       

October 23 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Jack Westermann Sandy Schwab 

1st Reading  Sue Jones 

2nd Reading Dolly Chergosky Lauren Saleeby 

Chalice Sue Mahon Ruthie Koerts 

Ushers Bill & Lynn Freeman Marge Johns & Matt Moon 

Readings          Joel 2:23-32              Psalm 65               2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18         Gospel: Luke 18:9-14 

 

October 30 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Elaine Yacovoni Sue Mahon 

1st Reading  Sanders Browning 

2nd Reading Jack Westermann Kristin Walton 

Chalice Jennifer S. Westermann Sue Jones 

Ushers Bill & Lynn Freeman Susette & Kristin Walton 

Readings    Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4    Psalm 149        2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12    Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 
 

Altar Guild:  8AM:  Lynn & Bill Freeman  Linens:  Lynn Freeman 
  10AM:  Jackie Fabiano 
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes – September 13, 2022  
 

To love God, Love others, Help others love God. 
 

Rector:  Fr. John Martinichio 

Wardens:  Dick Schwab, Sue Mahon  

Treasurer:  Jack Westermann  

Vestry:  

Garvin Alexander  Melissa Moon   Jennifer S. Westermann 

Nancy Elwood   Lauren Saleeby (Z)  Michelle Wolf  

Jim Garceau (A)  Eileen Slofkosky (Z)  Ted Wolf (A) 
 

Non-vestry present:  Matt Moon, Sandy Schwab 
 

Fr. John opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with a reading from Ephesians chosen to honor the feast 

of the Holy Cross. 
 

July Minutes:  Motion made by Sue Mahon with second from Melissa Moon to ratify the 

emailed July minutes as sent.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Financial Reports:  

Treasurer Jack Westermann presented the financial report for the month of August: 

• Gould fund:                                                                  

 January 1, 2022   August 31, 2022          Year-to-Date Change 

     $5,286,411                              $4,718,955                                  $-567,456  

• Income/Expenses:  Pledges are a little behind but not atypical for August.  Gould draws 

are on track.  Still a little high on gas expense, otherwise nothing too unusual.  

• Treasurer’s Report: Financial reports were submitted for the following accounts:  Main 

Checking Account - $41,842 of which the following have earmarked funds: Flowers and 

Candles - $5,144; CHOW - $15,870; CHAP $1,058; Women of the Church - $2,432; 

Youth - $813; Movin’ On – $91; Capital Campaign - $10,385. $5,249 is available for 

operational expenses.  

• Capital Campaign – Balance as of August 31, 2022 - $323,785. 

Motion made by Nancy Elwood with second from Garvin Alexander to accept the financial 

reports as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Items for Discussion and Action: 

• Gould Grants – Motion made by Michelle Wolf with second from Dick Schwab to 

approve a grant of $500 to Vestal Hills Elementary School, a grant of $2,000 to the 

Binghamton YWCA and a grant of $1,500 to the Royalty Children’s Foundation.   

Motion approved unanimously. 

• Checking Account Signatories - Need to update the names of church account signatories. 

Motion made by Garvin Alexander with second from Melissa Moon to approve adding 

Nancy Elwood’s name to the reserve account, the main checking account and the capital 

campaign account.  Motion carried unanimously.   

• Additional camera – A need for a fourth camera in the church has been identified at a 

cost of $1,030; funding for it will come out of major improvements. 

• Church Lawn Mowing – Follow-up discussion held on hiring someone to mow the 

church lawn since we are lacking in parish volunteers.  Two quotes were received, one 
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for $45 per mowing and one for $55.  Motion made by Sue Mahon with second from 

Melissa Moon to hire Phil Stephens to mow the church property as needed at the rate of 

$45.00/mowing. Motion carried unanimously.   
   
Rector’s Report:  Fr. John reported that: 

• The Rev. Meredith Kadet Sanderson, Chief of Staff and Director of Communications for 

the diocese, will be leaving the diocese in October. 

• Blessing Box – Decision made to remove the box as it has become a nuisance instead of a 

blessing.   

• Other items - Ruthie Koerts will coordinate with Fr. John about Halloween trick-or-

treating; shades have been ordered for two classrooms; Deb Wirag will chair the Advent 

Workshop; a Harvest Supper is being discussed; Fr. John’s vacation will be September 26 

- October 10.  

• Capital Campaign – Due to cost increases for the elevator project we are looking at a 

deficit in the campaign account of about $80,000, assuming everyone who has pledged 

fulfills their pledge.  Motion made by Sue Mahon with second from Michelle Wolf to use 

undesignated memorial monies and also to appeal to the parish for help. The appeal to the 

parish would include a 40% match from the Gould fund. Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Committee Reports: 

• Christian Education – Jennifer Westermann reported that enough people stepped forward 

to teach to enable us to have three classes.  The Cherubs (ages 3-5) will meet in Room 

206 with teachers Nancy Elwood, Janet Manchester and Grace Ng, the Saints (ages 6-8) 

will meet in Room 205 with teacher Deb Wirag and Anne Coleman assisting, and the 

Prophets (9 and up) will meet in Room 202 with a rotating team of Zach Manchester, 

Eileen Slofkosky and Kelly Browning.  Also, the 10:00 AM service of the fifth Sunday of 

any month will be a youth-oriented service so there will be no classes; all students will be 

in church for the entire service.  

• Social Committee – Fr. John will meet with Ruthie Koerts this week for planning 

purposes. 

• Property Committee – Dick Schwab reported that new storage places are needed for the 

items that were in the storage room by the undercroft as it is now needed for the elevator 

project.  The old rummage closet at the bottom of the stairs has been converted to storage 

for the sleeping bag project.  (Thank you, Dick, for building the shelves in the closet.) 
 

Canteen Dates and Hosts for 2022 

• October 30 – Elaine Yacovoni 

Canteen Dates and Hosts for 2023 

• January 29 - Schwab’s 

• April 30 - Prophets class 

• July 30 

• October 29 

• December 31 
 

Next Meeting:  October 11, 2022, at 6:30 PM.  Fr. John closed the meeting with the Lord’s 

Prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 

Minutes submitted by Jennifer S. Westermann, Vestry Clerk  


