
1 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

The Epistle     
January 2023 

Love God.  Love others.  Help others love God. 
 

We welcome you to join us on our journey as we strive to share the love of Jesus through 
worship, Christian education, fellowship and service to each other and the community 

beyond our walls. 
 
 

Ramblings from the Rector 
 

Do you remember the story of the Three Little Pigs?  They built their houses out of straw, wood, 
and brick. The big bad wolf huffed and puffed, and he blew two of their houses down. He knew 
they lived separately and he wanted to eat them. The third, the one whose house was made of 
brick, he could not. I don’t think any of us live in straw houses, but we do live in wood, brick, and 
other structures that a wolf could not blow down.  Are our wooden houses stronger and better 
that the one the little pig built?  The point is that we feel safe from the elements in the places we 
reside. We normally don’t have to worry about the big bad wolf destroying them with fire, flood, 
wind, and water. These things do happen but for the most part we are safe and secure in our 
domiciles and don’t normally live in fear of the “wolf”. We know that despite the weather our 
homes will provide shelter.    
 
There is another big bad wolf that comes to destroy us and that being the storms of our life and 
the world. Those experiences that shake the core of our beings, that rattle the depths of our souls 
and sometimes cause us to doubt God’s presence and question our faith. But in all of this, we 
have a shelter that withstands the greatest and fiercest of all trials and tribulations. We dwell in 
the shelter of the Most High God. It is in the shadow of His wings that we find safety and refuge, 
security, and comfort. This is the place we put on the armor of life and love. We put on the helmet 
of salvation. We clothe ourselves with the salvation of our God. We find sure footing wherever 
we go and whatever we do.  

          Fr. John+     

  

Would You Like a Book of Common Prayer at Home? 
At the start of the pandemic, we made available our Book of Common 
Prayer for you to have in your home.  We still have BCP’s at the church if 
anyone would like them. Supplemental Eucharistic Prayers pamphlets are 
also available if you would like. You can stop by the church during the week 
when Diane is in the office, or you can email or telephone a request for one.  
Someone could pick one up for you as well.  
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Worship at St. Paul’s! 

Our Sunday services at 8 and 10 AM are both in-person and on Zoom.  The 10 AM Sunday service 
is on our YouTube channel.  It can be found at St Paul's Church Endicott - YouTube.        To access 
the channel, click on the “live” button in the menu bar. 
Daily prayers, Bible studies, book groups will continue to be held on Zoom. The Wednesday 
morning Healing service is now being held in the Gould Chapel, in addition to the Zoom option.  
    
 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS LINK IS FOR ALL EVENTS 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82070780491?pwd=OUFxYmZRR0NsODExMW5mb3VjQWh5UT09 
 
Meeting ID: 820 7078 0491 
Passcode: V8E361 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,82070780491#,,,,*686353# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 820 7078 0491 
Passcode: 686353 
               

                Stewardship! 
                           Love God.  Love others.  Help others love God. 

In the month of January we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany 
(January 6) and the Baptism of the Lord Jesus on the first Sunday after 
Epiphany, (January 8). In the Epiphany service we remember the coming of the 
Wise Men bringing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to the infant Jesus.  
We, like them, bring our gifts in our offering collection as we pay homage to 
the Christ child. These gifts honor our Lord and Savior. 

Jesus is baptized by John in the river Jordan and the heavens declare: “this is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” This begins the ministry of Jesus. Thus, with our Baptism 
we are brought into the royal priesthood of Christ and this begin our ministry, a stewardship of 
wealth, works, and wisdom. I pray that each of us in our ministry and stewardship hears the 
words of God. Thus, we are worshipping and serving Jesus by our faithful stewardship of works, 
wealth, and wisdom. For this we are grateful. Thank you.   
                                                                                                                                                   Father John+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyCca6JIBkhkpkX2hw8wsNw
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Let us pray for Bob Bakalar, Sr., father of Bob Bakalar (Annette), who passed away 
December 6th.  We extend our thoughts and prayers to all who knew and loved him.  May 
God grant him eternal peace. 

 
 

Let us pray for Robert Fiori, brother of Marie Dollmetsch (Carl), who passed away 
December 11th.  We extend our thoughts and prayers to all who knew and loved him.  
May God grant him eternal peace. 
 
Let us pray for Beverly Costello, who passed away December 17th.  We extend our 
thoughts and prayers to all who knew and loved her.  May God grant her eternal peace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to Deb Wirag, Melissa Moon and to all who helped with the Advent Workshop. 
 
Thank you to all those who supported our Christmas Flowers by offering a donation 
towards the Christmas Poinsettias.  Thanks to Sue and Carl Kinne for coordinating the  

            delivery of our flowers to those who are confined to homes and nursing facilities.    
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Wyoming Conference Children’s Home gift 
card tree this year.  Over $330.00 in gift cards were donated!  Your generosity was much  
appreciated! 

 
Barb and I would like to express our deepest appreciation to you for your kind 
remembrances at Christmas. We were touched by your love and support both now and        

            throughout the year. Blessings.   
                                                                                                                                                          Fr. John+ 
 

Prayers for Our Ministries   
Each week a different ministry area of St. Paul’s is featured in the bulletin to 
highlight, encourage involvement and give thanks for the people who make it 
happen.  During the month of January we pray for the following ministries: 

                       JANUARY 
1/1 Gould Investment Committee 1/15 Greeters 
1/8 Gould Scholarship Committee 1/22 Lay Assistants 
      1/29 Lectors 
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                    Coffee Hour/Rector’s Forum! 
Coffee Hour/Rector’s Forum will be after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Services on January 
15, 22, and 29.   
 

 

Lectionary Study/Discussion on Zoom! 
 Lectionary Study is held on Thursday mornings following the 9:30 AM 
Prayer Service on Zoom.  This is an informal way of studying the 
Scripture readings for each upcoming Sunday.  Brew a second cup of 
coffee and lend your thoughts as to what you feel God is saying to you.  
A short prayer service will precede the study.                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                    Ruthie Koerts                                  
 

 

                       All Things Spiritual on Zoom! 
                             Meeting on TUESDAY 
We will not be meeting in January but will resume in February.     

 
 

A Letter of the Bible – Acts of the Apostles on Zoom!  
Meeting on TUESDAY 

We continue our Bible discussion with the Letters in the New 
Testament.  This is different from the Thursday morning Lectionary Study 
which uses the Sunday Lectionary as its basis.  Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, January 10th, after the 9:30 AM prayer service.  We will be 
discussing the first 12 chapters of the Acts of the Apostle’s.   

 

     

All Things Theological on Zoom! 
   Meeting on TUESDAY 

We will not be meeting during the month of January but will resume in 
February.     
 
 

 

The office will be closed for Martin Luther King Day on Monday, January 16th. 
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                            Flower Memorials           
                 

Available 1/15, 1/22, and 1/29. 
 

                   There will be no flowers on 1/1 and 1/8 due to the manger being up 

 
 

                   Sanctuary Candle Memorials 
                                 

         Available 1/1, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22, and 1/29. 
 

 
Note:  Please call the office (748-8118) any time during the month if you would like to designate 
the altar flowers or candles in memory of a loved one, to recognize a special event or simply in 
thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.  Dates may be shared. 

 

Thanks to One and All 
We all know that cooking a meal at home takes lots of preparations: there is the shopping, the 
prep work, that actual cooking, and of course the clean-up.  Given all that work it takes very little 
time to consume that which was a lot of work.  When I think about our Christmas services, the 
same can be said.  There is the planning, the rehearsals, getting the tree, decorating, the 
execution of it all, flower deliveries, and then of course the clean-up.  It takes a group of 
dedicated people to make it all happen and go off without a hitch.  To all who gave of their work, 
wisdom, and wealth to make it happen, your efforts were not unnoticed.  We really do work like 
a well-oiled machine and for that I am very grateful. Our services were inspiring and 
meaningful.  There was glitch with the sound on Zoom, hopefully we have that resolved. Again, 
thank you to one and all who made it all possible. I hope you take delight in the results of your 
efforts. God bless.   

                Father John+ 

          
                       Christmas Decorations 
                                   January 8th, 11AM 
 

Please come help put the Christmas decorations away for next year.  
 

 

Vestry Meeting  

                       Our next meeting is January 10that 6:30 p.m. 
           This meeting will be in-person.  
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JANUARY 
 

1/2       Bob Conant      1/19 Jackie Fabiano 
1/2       Jenise Soules       1/20     Ruthie Koerts 
1/6       Nolan Dougherty      1/21 June Palmer 
1/7       Sue Kinne       1/22 John Swavola 
1/7       Barbara Syrell      1/23 Carole Walton 
1/10     Scotty Race      1/25 Lauren Saleeby 
1/11     Anneliese Besemer     1/26 Bruce Dailey 
1/13     Natalie Petras      1/27 Ronald Reece 
1/14      Lynda Helmer      1/27 Bruce Fineout 
1/14      Michael Jones      1/30 Jim Buffum 
1/18      Everett Minor         
  

 
                                 

 
 

JANUARY 
       

     1/11   Stephen and Casey Korchynsky (47) 
1/14   Ray and Lisa Besemer (34) 
1/17 Steve and Missy Avery (36) 
1/26   Ed and Mary Cermak 

  
Are you a January birthday or anniversary but don’t see your name here?  Please let the 
office know so we can update our records! We don’t want to miss anyone!  

  

Calendars 
The 2023 Liturgical calendars and the Coleman & Daniels planners are now 
available in the back of the church.  A donation of $2 is welcome for the Liturgical 
Calendar. We thank Coleman & Daniels Funeral Home for the gift of the 
planners.  
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            at St. Paul’s 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note from Our Parish Nurse 
Happy New Year!  With the winter season upon us there are so many 
important tips. Watch for ice under snow and walk carefully to prevent 
falling.  Don’t overdue when shoveling to prevent heart attacks if you are not 
in good physical shape or are at high risk.  Take frequent breaks or hire out 
help. We will continue to work closely with Women of the Church to provide 
programs of interest for health and safety.  February will be CPR, both 

certified and non-certified daily.  Flu, RSV, and Covid numbers remain medium to high levels. We 
pray for a happy and safe New Year to all. 

                                                          Jackie Fabiano RN, BSN, Lead Parish Nurse 

 

                         Blood Pressure Screenings 
Blood Pressure Screenings will be on the 2nd Sunday of each month after each service 
in the Undercroft. This month’s screenings will be on Sunday, January 8th. 
 

 

Annual Meeting Reports 
The year 2022 has drawn to a close, which means the Annual Meeting is just 

around the corner.  The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 12, 2023, 
following the 9:00 AM service.   
 As you know, reports from each ministry group in the church are needed for 
the annual report.  I am asking that ministry chairs submit your report as soon as 
possible.  Include in your report, if applicable, the purpose of your group or 
committee, the day and time you meet, the number of active participants, what you 
accomplished this past year, financial information, and any other information you feel is 
pertinent.   
 The purpose of these reports this year is twofold.  The first is to have an accurate reporting 
of the activities of the church for the annual report.  The second is that our Canons and 
Constitutions require us to have such documentation. 
 There is a real urgency in submitting your reports.  We ask that your report be submitted 
to the Parish Secretary by Wednesday, January 18th.  The sooner we have these reports the easier 
it is for us to complete the booklet for the meeting.  Thank you in advance for your attention to 
this very crucial step. 
 NOTE:  A soft copy is much appreciated!  If you can either send it as an attachment or 
simply paste it into an email it will speed up the process here in the office as it won’t need to be 
retyped.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.                              
                                                                                                                                                            Fr. John+ 
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Trinity Canteen 

   Sunday, January 29th      
One of the outreach ministries St. Paul's is involved in is preparing and 
serving meals at the Trinity Memorial Canteen.  As you know, we have 
signed up for the fifth Sunday of the month when it occurs on the calendar.  I 
have made a commitment to them for 2023.  The next Canteen will be on 
January 29th. Currently we are providing an enhanced bagged meal for 
upwards of 65 people.  Dick and Sandy Schwab will be hosting the January 
Canteen.  If you are willing to help, please contact Sandy. We appreciate any time you can give.  
 If you are interested in hosting a future Canteen, please let the office know.   

The dates we will be hosting are:   

April 30 - Prophets Class 

July 30 

October 29 

December 31 

          Fr. John+  
 

                 Help Wanted! 
I am looking for some volunteers to help run our sound system and video cameras on 

Sundays and special days as well as to use the fogger after the 8:00 AM service on 

Sundays.  Developing a schedule would alleviate the same people from doing it all the 

time.  I put a sign-up sheet in the back of church.  Training will be provided.    

                                                                                                                                                            Fr. John+ 

 

            Sleeping Bag for the Homeless Project 
The Sleeping Bag Project will NOT MEET in January.  After a winter break, we will 
resume on the second Thursday of each month.  In December, seven completed 
sleeping bags were donated to St. Michael’s to be distributed to the homeless in 
the Binghamton area.  Thank you to those who have helped with this ministry.  
See you in 2023! 

                                                                          Deb Wirag 
 
 

 

 
  
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 14th, 6:30-8:30 pm.  The Social Committee will be 
hosting a Game Night.  Bring your favorite board or card game and snack to share with others.  
The Social Committee will supply the drinks.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church to 
give us an idea of how many may attend.  Please sign up, or call the church office before 
Thursday, January 12th.  Thank you! 
                                                                    Ruthie Koerts, Social Committee Coordinator 
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        Movin’ On Luncheon 
               Monday, January 16th at Noon 
Our next luncheon will be on Monday, January 16th at noon.  The Movin’ 
On Lunch group is held on the THIRD MONDAY of the month. All widows 
and widowers are invited for a time of food and fellowship.   

      
 

    CHOW Pantry 
The CHOW Pantry at St. Paul’s is up and running!  We are accepting referrals 
on the 3rd and 4th Mondays and Wednesdays of each month from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.   Volunteers are always appreciated!  

(January Schedule:  January 18, 23, 25.  Closed January 16.) 
 
                        Mary Cermak 

Wish List for CHOW and CHAP 
CHOW    CHAP 
can openers    toothpaste 
crackers    feminine hygiene products 
canned vegetables   shampoo 
hot cereal    dishwashing liquid 

             

 

Sharing Closet 
                                              January 28th, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.       
     Our Sharing Closet is up and running!  We will be open to our neighbors on 
the last Saturday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 PM.  Warm weather 
clothing donations are being accepted.  This month’s volunteers are:   
Jennifer Westermann, Mary Gilfoyle, and Elaine Yacovoni.  Thank you for 
your generosity. If you have any questions, please contact Elaine Yacovoni 
(607-321-4020).                      

                            Elaine Yacovoni, Coordinator 
                                                                                                                  

 

Sunday School Schedule for January 
 
There will be no Sunday School on January 1st and 15th.   
Classes will be held on January 8th, 22nd and 29th. 

 
  

    

                            Racial Justice and Reconciliation Group 
The monthly meeting of St. Paul’s Racial Justice and Reconciliation Discussion 
Group will be held on Monday, January 30th immediately following the 9:30 
a.m. Monday Prayer Service.  Everyone is welcome!   
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Women of the Church News 
Sandy Schwab, Chairperson 

     The Women of the Church and the Parish Nursing Program are sponsoring 
a meeting on Monday January 23rd at 3:00 PM in the undercroft, regarding 
caregivers.  Many in our parish are currently taking care of loved ones and 
friends who need assistance.  Others may face this down the road.  Although 
done in love, this can at times be overwhelming for both the one being cared 
for and the one giving the care.  Our speaker will discuss resources available 

for the people that need care and also for those that provide the care.  She will speak for about 
an hour and then take questions.  None of us like to think of life changes that can lead us to this 
situation that can happen at any age, but when it happens, it is so much better if we already 
know what to do and where to seek help.  Please join us.   
     This meeting is open to the entire parish and guests.  A sign-up sheet will be placed at the back 
of the church, however, if you forget to sign up, please come.  Light refreshments will be served. 
     Happy New Year! 
 

OUR GIVING TREE 
Our Giving Tree will return soon.  The courtyard provides the best protection 
from gusty winter winds for the tree and its contents.  However, we opted to 
delay setting up the tree due to construction – for both the safety of our 
visitors and the construction workers.    As in the past, the tree will remain 
there as long as the weather stays cold and we have supplies to fill the tree.  
In the interim, a box has been placed at the back of the church for donations 
of the warm hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and socks for our neighbors. Items 
can be purchased (after Christmas sales are coming) or homemade, but we 
do ask that they are not used.  Please place each item in a zip lock bag if possible.  This ministry 
has proven to be a great success each year, thanks to your generosity, and many in the 
community have expressed their appreciation. 
 

Philately Enthusiasts! 
Dick White, the owner of the land where our Christmas tree is cut, has 
numerous stamp albums he would like to give to a stamp collector.  The 
collection belonged to his late wife, Audrey, and he would like to see it go to 
a fellow stamp enthusiast.  Please contact the office (748-8118) if you are 
interested. 

 

                                      Help Wanted at Mom’s House 
Mom’s House is a no-profit organization offering free child care and support 
services to single-parents who are continuing their education.  We have 
been providing services in our area for 34 years and provide a nurturing and 
loving environment to our clients and their children.  Mom’s House is currently seeking a Director 
of Family Services, an Infant/Toddler Teacher, and an aide to join our team!    To learn more 
about job qualifications and responsibilities, call Kristine Cunningham at 607-644-9972 ext. 311 
or go to: momshouseny.org/who-we-are/board-and-staff/    If interested, email resume to 
Kristine: admin@momshouseny.org. 

mailto:admin@momshouseny.org
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January Participants’   
         Schedule  
                                  

January 1  8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Jack Westermann Sandy Schwab 

1st Reading  Sue Jones 

2nd Reading Dolly Chergosky Lauren Saleeby 

Chalice Chip Kinne Ruthie Koerts 

Ushers Chip Kinne Susan Young & Marge Johns 

Readings         Numbers 6:22-27       Psalm 8               Galatians 4:4-7        Gospel: Luke 2:15-21 

                               

January 8 - Epiphany 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Jennifer S. Westermann Steve Koerts 

1st Reading  Zach Manchester 

2nd Reading Jackie Reece Michelle Wolf 

Chalice Jack Westermann Sue Mahon 

Ushers Chip Kinne Scott Kidder & Matt Moon 

Readings          Isaiah 42:1-9              Psalm 29               Acts 10:34-43         Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 

                                                                                                                      

January 15 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Mary Cermak Jim Garceau 

1st Reading  Elaine Yacovoni 

2nd Reading Marilyn Karlson Sanders Browning 

Chalice Jennifer S. Westermann Sandy Schwab 

Ushers Chip Kinne Susette & Kristin Walton 

Readings            Isaiah 49:1-7            Psalm 40       1 Corinthians 1:1-9       Gospel: John 1:29-42 

                                                                                                                

January 22 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Sue Mahon Ruthie Koerts 

1st Reading  Jackie Fabiano 

2nd Reading Linda Littell Kristin Walton 

Chalice Chip Kinne Sue Jones 

Ushers Chip Kinne Marge Johns & Matt Moon 

Readings              Isaiah 9:1-4            Psalm 27       1 Corinthians 1:10-18   Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-23 

                         

January 29 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Lay Assistant Elaine Yacovoni Sue Mahon 

1st Reading  TBA – Youth  

2nd Reading Garvin Alexander  TBA - Youth 

Chalice Mary Cermak Steve Koerts 

Ushers Chip Kinne Youth Sunday 

Readings              Micah 6:1-8            Psalm 15       1 Corinthians 1:18-31   Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 
                                                         

Altar Guild:  8AM:  Lynn & Bill Freeman  Linens:  Lynn Freeman 
  10AM:  Marge Johns 
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Partnering to Recruit Foster Parents 
 
Interested in Learning About Being a Foster Parent? 
     Glove House, Inc. a non-profit child welfare agency, is interested in 
sharing information to educate the community about the great need 
and opportunity for adults who have room in their hearts and their 
homes to make a difference in the lives of children at a critical moment in time. 
 
What is Glove House? 
    Over 50 years ago former boxer Norman “Chuck” Jennings saw a gap in community services. He saw a 
need for a place where young men can be encouraged and guided towards realizing their potential and 
developing to the best of their ability.  Chuck always said, “With a little love and kindness you can change 
a boy’s life.”  With tremendous community support, Glove House opened its first Group Home in 1970. 
Today, Glove House, Inc. contracts with approximately 24 counties in NYS and currently serves youth and 
families in crisis from primarily ten of those counties in the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes regions of New 
York State, operating numerous group homes and providing foster care, preventive and school-based  
services. 
 
Who are foster parents? 
     Being a foster parent is not for everyone.  We are asking people to do an almost impossible job – to 
love a child as if they are their own, even though the goal is for children to return to their birth family.  
The time for a child in a foster home can be days, weeks, months, years and sometime the child is freed 
for adoption.  No matter the length of time, the opportunity to make a significant difference in a child’s 
life that lasts a lifetime is enormous.   
     There are many misconceptions about who are good candidates to become foster parents.  Successful 
foster parents are couples, single, work full-time, part-time and retired.  Foster families come from a wide 
range of financial means, from people with a level of wealth to those on public assistance.  There is a great 
need for foster parents from communities of color, those from the LGBTQ+ community and those with a 
diversity of abilities.   
 
Foster Parent Options to Meet Your Lifestyle 
     There are several options that prospective foster parents can chose.  They can take short- or long-term 
placements, short-term emergency placements until a longer-term placement can be found or they can 
choose to only do respite for other foster parents needing a break for a few days.   
 
Contact Glove House to Learn More 
     If any of the above has sparked your interest, we would love to provide you with more information.   
Please contact Glove House Homefinder Carl Cohen at 607-426-3986 or ccohen@glovehouse.org to 
learn more. 
 
Links to learn more about Glove House and becoming a foster parent. 
www.GloveHouse.org 
https://youtu.be/e6wpZurOuwc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ccohen@glovehouse.org
http://www.glovehouse.org/
https://youtu.be/e6wpZurOuwc
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Annual Meeting 
                              Sunday, February 12th 
The Annual Meeting is quickly upon us.  The meeting will take place in person 
and on ZOOM on Sunday, February 12th  following the 9:00 AM Service.  We 
will use the ZOOM link. Vestry elections will also take place at this time.  Please 
plan on attending.  (Note:  There is Sunday school classes.) 
The slate of candidates is as follows:    

Warden (two-year term) – Dick Schwab                                
Vestry (three-year term) – Kelly Browning 
                                                Ray Spaccaforno 
                                                Jennifer Westermann 

Vestry member candidates 2023 – All for a three-year term. 
 

Dick Schwab for Warden 
     In 2008 I retired from my position as Director of Forest Properties at SUNY/ESF Syracuse, after 
34 years with the College, and still do some forestry consulting work.  I was raised in the Catholic 
faith and attended the Episcopal Church on occasion with Sandy while we were dating, and was 
received into the Episcopal Church after we were married.  During my time at our former church 
I served on Vestry, was Treasurer, headed the Finance Committee, served on the Property 
Committee, and ushered.  When we decided to seek a new church home, we visited many 
wonderful churches in the Greater Binghamton Area, but found we kept being drawn back to St. 
Paul's where we found everything we were looking for — warmth, tremendous ministry, 
outreach, caring, fellowship and so much more — the people of St. Paul's live their faith.  We 
knew we had found our home and remain happy to be part of the St. Paul's family.  In my time 
here I have served as an added set of hands whenever there was a need — rummage sale clean-
up, Christmas decorating, helping at the Trinity Canteen, and church dinners.  I am a regular 
attendee of the Rector's Forum, Lenten studies, and many of the wonderful extra services, 
activities and events that take place at St. Paul's.  I feel St. Paul's has greatly strengthened my 
faith and I have grown during my time here.  I would be pleased to offer more of my time and 
experience to St. Paul's as a warden. 
 

Kelly Browning 
     Kelly Browning, along with her husband Mark and their three children Aiden, Alaina and 
Sanders, became part of St. Paul's family around 2012. Kelly is a speech-language pathologist at 
Susquehanna Valley Central School District's Brookside Elementary School. 
     Kelly and Mark are both very involved in their children’s activities and both volunteer for Girl 
Scout and Boy Scout events. The family is very active at St. Paul's including being involved in 
Trinity Canteen, pancake dinners, and the Advent workshop.  Kelly and her husband both support 
their involvement in St. Paul's programs, including Kelly taking on the role of Sunday School 
teacher for the Prophets’ Class. 
     Kelly enjoys photography, scrapbooking, working out, and going for walks with family and 
friends. She loves nature, especially listening to birds sing and photographing trees, flowers, 
creeks and all the amazing beauty of nature. 
     Kelly is looking forward to expanding her involvement at St. Paul's further though her service 
on vestry. 
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Raymond George Spaccaforno 
     Ray joined St. Paul's in 2018.  Ray was raised in a Christian Non-Denominational environment 
and was received into the Episcopal Church in 2013. When he came to St. Paul's, he and his wife 
Lisa were looking for a parish that would further extend and complement their growing family; 
they found that from the start at St. Paul's.  Having been here for four years, Ray is interested in 
taking more of an active role and offering his time and experience to this community.   
     Ray was raised in Western, NY and joined the military in 1993, retiring in 2017.  He moved to 
the Binghamton area in 2010 and is currently employed by Fed Ex Ground working out of the 
Binghamton local as an Operations Manager. He and his wife Lisa have two children, Marianna 
and Rosalina.  Together as a family, they enjoy their free time sight-seeing, camping, and doing 
anything outdoors.   

                                   Semper Fi 
                                                                                                                                                           Raymond 
 

Jennifer Westermann 
     My husband, Jack (currently church treasurer) and I joined St. Paul's in 1984, when our two 
girls, Sandy and Chris, were 3 and 1 years old, respectively.  Our son, Casey, came along a few 
years later so all three were raised in the church.  My first foray into church ministry was, not 
surprisingly with two little ones, as a volunteer in the church nursery during the 10:00 a.m. 
service.  I gradually became more involved in church activities and just finished a three-year term 
as a member of the vestry and am currently serving as vestry clerk.  I am also involved with the 
two bell choirs, the Women of the Church, the Learning Communities Initiative, ushering, Altar 
Guild and the Movin' On Lunch group.  I serve as a Lay Assistant, as a Eucharistic minister to some 
of our homebound parishioners and chair the Christian Education Commission.  My activities 
reflect the deep love I have for the people of St. Paul's; I hope to continue to serve as a vestry 
member. 
 

 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes – December 13, 2022  

 

To love God, Love others, Help others love God. 

 

Rector:  Fr. John Martinichio 

Wardens:  Dick Schwab, Sue Mahon  

Treasurer:  Jack Westermann  

Vestry:  

Garvin Alexander  Melissa Moon (Z)  Jennifer S. Westermann 

Nancy Elwood   Lauren Saleeby (Z)  Michelle Wolf  

Jim Garceau   Eileen Slofkosky (A)  Ted Wolf  
 

Non-vestry present:  Matt Moon, Sandy Schwab, Linda Littell 
 

Fr. John opened the meeting at 6:34 PM with the Reverse St. Francis Prayer, author unknown. 
 

November Minutes:  Motion made by Jim Garceau with second from Nancy Elwood approve 

the November minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Financial Report: 

• Capital Campaign status: 

Original amount (Pledge #1) pledged: $452,422.00 

Second ask (Pledge #2) pledged:              30,228.33 

Total pledge amount:                            $482,650.33 

Pledge #1 deficit:                                     $27,372.45 

            Pledge #2 deficit:                                       $9,000.00  

• Stewardship – Pledges for 2023 as of 12/13/2022. Of 115 parishioners 74 cards have 

been returned for a total of $151,961; 41 have not returned cards. 

• Treasurer’s Report:  

o Jack Westermann reported that we are in the red by about $8,000.  Pledge income 

is down $11,000 from the $175,000 that was projected based on 2022 pledges.   

o Expenses are about as expected. 

• Treasurer’s Report: Financial reports were submitted for the following accounts:  Main 

Checking Account - $96,840 of which the following have earmarked funds: Flowers and 

Candles - $5,099; CHOW - $14,648; CHAP $908; Women of the Church - $2,432; Youth 

- $813; Movin’ On – $52; Capital Campaign - $78,901; Pre-Paid Pledge - $6,800.   This 

results in a negative balance of $7,950.   

Motion made by Nancy Elwood with second from Garvin Alexander to receive the financial 

report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

2021 Audit:  The committee has signed off on the 2021 audit with the following concerns: 

Inventory of church property needs to be kept up to date.  No reviews of Electronic Fund 

Transfers were done in 2021.  Credit card bill were difficult to discern.  The committee would 

like to see a clearer way to handle the credit card bills.  There is also a need for somebody in the 

parish to randomly balance the checkbook.  Motion made by Sue Mahon with second from 

Michelle Wolf to accept the 2021 audit. 

 

Rector’s Report: 

• Housing Resolution for Fr. John:  Motion made by Jim Garceau with second from 

Michelle Wolf to approve the housing resolution of $18,000.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

• Gould grants:  Motion made by Garvin Alexander with second from Nancy Elwood to 

approve a request of $2,000 from All Saints Catholic School for library improvements 

and to donate the remainder of the 2022 budgeted Gould grant fund monies amounting to 

$2,840 to the Absolam Jones Fund which combats racism.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Vestal Hills Memorial Park Burial Plots: In 2007 two plots were donated to the church at 

a current value of $2,190. Motion made by Jim Garceau with second from Sue Mahon to 

donate them to the Broome County Veterans’ Affairs. Motion carried unanimously.   

• Eucharistic Minister/Visitor’s Licenses:  These have expired.  Fr. John will schedule a 

relicensing session after the holidays. 

• Emergency preparedness meeting will be scheduled after the holidays. 

• Communications Issue:  There have been several glitches with electronic 

communications including the website and emails.  Our webmaster has been working to 

correct these problems.  
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• Hillside Gardens:  An estimate of $13,000 was received from Hillside Gardens to landscape 

the courtyard after the elevator construction is completed.  
 

Wardens’ Report: A thank you note was received from Chauncey and Marie DePew’s daughter 

for all that was done for her parents before their deaths including their appreciation of being a 

part of the St. Paul’s community.   A thank you note was received from the Rural and Migrant 

Ministries and from the National Fire Safety Council for Gould grants.   
 

Capital Campaign:  Construction is progressing.  But despite repeated attempts at 

communication on our part Schindler has not responded as to why the elevator delivery is 

delayed until February when it was promised by August.   

 

Committee Reports: 

• Christian Education – Jennifer S. Westermann reported that the next Youth-oriented 

service will be January 29. 

• Property Committee – Dick Schwab reported that because of the impending storm the 

Christmas tree will be cut a day earlier than planned. 

• Social Committee – Committee is planning a game night for January 14, 2023. 

• Women of the Church – Christmas lunch is scheduled for Thursday, weather permitting.  

The February program will focus on caregivers. 
 

Canteen Dates and Hosts for 2023 

• January 29 - Schwabs 

• April 30 - Prophets class 

• July 30 

• October 29 

• December 31 

Next Meeting:  January 9, 2022, at 6:30 PM.  Fr. John closed the meeting at 7:31 PM with the 

Lord’s Prayer.  

Minutes submitted by Jennifer S. Westermann, Vestry Clerk  


